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17. In our opinion, a registering officer under the Registration Act (in this case
the Sub-Registrar) is certainly a person who is in charge of a public office.
Section 33(3) applies only when there is some doubt whether a person holds
a public office or not In our opinion, there can be no doubt that a Sub-
Registrar holds a public office. Hence, he cannot return such a document to the

party once he finds that it is not properly stamped, and he must impound it.
{Hon'ble Supreme Court of India Judgment in Government of Andhra Pradesh & Ors Vs
Smt. P.Laxmi Devi/ Appeal (civil) 8270 of 2001 dated 25/02/2008}

5. It is not the registration of the document which is a relevant factor to be
laken infto account for payment of stamp duty. Even after payment of stamp
auty, a document may not be registered and parties may not be desirous of
registering it. Hence, the incidence on the lability fo pay stamp duty having
already arisen by the document being executed and impounded, it cannot be
avoided once it is a document which falls within the scope of Chap. IV of the
Act {Mohammed Nachiar vs The District Registrar AIR 1983 Mad 19}
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