©
GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU [Regd. No. TN/CCN/117/2006-08.
2008 [Price: Rs. 43.20 Paise.

TAMIL NADU
GOVERNMENT GAZETTE

EXTRAORDINARY PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

No. 360] CHENNAI, MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2008
Karthigai 16, Thiruvalluvar Aandu—-2039

Part II-Section 1

Notifications or Orders of specific character or of particular interest to the public
issued by Secretariat Departments.

NOTIFICATIONS BY GOVERNMENT

TAMIL DEVELOPMENT, RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS AND INFORMATION DEPARTMENT

HINDU RELIGIOUS AND CHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS-APPOINTMENT OF ARCHAKAS IRRESPECTIVE
OF CASTE HIGH LEVEL COMMITTEE REPORT-PUBLICATION IN TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT
EXTRAORDINARY GAZETTE-ORDERED

[G.O.(Ms.)No. 398, Tamil Development, Religious Endowments and Information (RE4-2) 1st December 2008,
Thiruvalluvar Aandu 2039, Karthigai 16.]

Read:

(1) G.O0. (Ms.) No. 118, Tamil Development-Culture and Religious Endowments (RE4-2) Department,
dated 23-5-20076.

(2) G.O0. (Ms.) No. 120, Tamil Development-Culture and Religious Endowments (RE4-2) Department,
dated 10-6-2006.

(3) G.O. (Ms.) No. 1, Tamil Development-Culture and Religious Endowments (RE4-2) Department,
dated 2-1-2007.

Read Also:

(4) From Principal Secretary/Commissioner, Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department, Lr.No.
45927/N2/2008, dated 20-9-2008 & 10-11-2008.

Order:

The Report of High Level Committee constituted for implementing the orders of the Government for appointment
of trained and qualified Hindus as Archakas, irrespective of castes is annexed (both Tamil and English) to this
order will be published in an Extraordinary issue of the Tamil Nadu Governement Gazette dated 1-12-2008.

(By Order of the Governor)

G. MUTHUSAMY,
Secretary to Government.

D.T.P.—II-1 (360)—1 [1]
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SUDBT 1960 2 66 Slm&ECamlgmen Curgieurs NsraumLry Ererg susmssstmal Lflései.
3) Qs Weonliuy SULOU- (), &0 Wonlly Lm&seT hoLeunm aimn Caruilass;
3 Q& (DU SLLUULTGl, JLETTR & (peomiue e Geiwiu®id Gamufloss;
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45)
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2. Gougymi—Glsm_igd] 56) 9memilE UehFauiemriGLomsT Hmscasmuile, Glamebrmyyid

3.

4.

57) o|methE SHmurtaseveurt HmeCamuiley, sausmiLrTLD

58) gmemflEe uriursSubwer Hmscastuile, gjeLpr,
@rmenfCusmL oL LD

59) gmerfilg ardlsd alpmust SHmescamuily, sevur—gnem(b
60) omeilE ardlsd elpmusi H(meECasTullsd, (@ LDLeTTHESMTEIS6T
61) gmerfle ublsvert &mstGamuily, @l

62) gmemlEe HsdHalpmust Smscamuin, sL G

63) g memlE esmouGTsveurT Slr&SCasmullsy, LOMbUTSELD

64) omemlg uryfleveunt Smscamui, SaoreTssg

65) 9mmilE IsssaerT Hmscasmuls, CnHLbYILTSSLD

66) gmemilE Brenrdsveurt SmsCamuis, ellarmurssin
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Sm&d ulL1d wHmId wrellL LD
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uf reflsr saumilest Cougresn LTLsTme, Brhsi, Ssmf L,
GT6ng LomaL L LD

fle Goug wndr Goig um_smme, SyT.eTav.yrn, Cemmer meiT
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uf Ayow eflgwmburer Goug Hoursn urLgrems, SapGleaustrsm(),
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THE REPORT OF THE HIGH LEVEL COMMITTEE
INTRODUCTION

The Government of Tamil Nadu took a decision that all Hindus who have the required training and qualifications may
become Archaka in all Hindu Religious Institutions under the control of Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious Charitable Endoment
Department without any caste discrimination and had accordingly issued orders in G.0.118 dated 23.5.2006. In order to
effectively implement these orders, the Government of Tamil Nadu, in its G.O.N0.120, dated 10.6.2006, has constituted a
High Level Committee to offer required suggestions to take a policy decision in the matter of age and minimum educational
qualification for receiving training for being appointed as Archaka, syllabus and duration of training, places where the training
institutes are to be established.

1. THE OBJECT OF THE HIGH LEVEL COMMITTEE AND ITS CONSTITUTION

Section 55 of the Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious Charitable Endoment Act 1959 describes about the appointment of
Archakas in the temples. Though the system of hereditary succession to the office of Archaka was abolished in the year
1971, consequential situation was not created enabling the appointment of all Hindus, who are trained and qualified as
Archakas, without any caste discrimination. In the judgment delivered in Aditayan case in the year 2002, the Hon’ble Supreme
Court has stated that the stand that Hindus belonging to a particular caste alone can become Archaka is not constitutionally
acceptable, that there should be no caste discrimination in the appointment of Archakas, that only qualification and training
of the individuals have to be taken into consideration for acting as Archakas. After careful consideration of the above Judgment
of the Hon’ble Supreme Court and the connected legal position, the Government of Tamil Nadu has issued orders in
G.0.Ms.118 dated 23.5.2006 that all Hindus who are qualified and properly trained can be appointed as Archakas in the
Hindu Temples.

Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious Institutions (Officers and Servants) Service Rules have been framed under Section 55 of
the H.R.&C.E. Act. Rule 12 of the Rules specify the appointment of Archakas. The qualification and training for the appointment
of Archakas have not been clearly mentioned in this rule. It has been stipulated that on the basis of certificate obtained
from the Archaka Institutes approved by the Commissioner and the Training Institutes run by Mutts, a person may be
appointed as Archaka. But, the duration of training, syllabus, age limit have not been mentioned in that rule. Further, none
of the Archaka Training Institutes run by private organizations have yet been approved by the Commissioner. Except the two
training centres at Palani and Tiruchendur, this department does not run any training institute. Whileso, the Government
has decided to create opportunities for persons belonging to all castes to get training for being appointed as Archaka, by
taking clear decisions in respect of the nature of training, educational qualification, age limit, syllabus and duration of
training, places where the training institute have to be established by the Hindu Religious Charitable Endowment Department
and the methodology to regulate and approve the training institutes run by private organizations.

After in depth consideration, the Government has constituted this High Level Committee consisting of six members,
in G.0.No.120, T.D.C.&R.E. Department, dated 10.6.2006 to provide appropriate suggestions in the matter.

(I) FUNCTIONING OF HIGH LEVEL COMMITTEE
The High Level Committee, during the course of its functioning has followed the following five procedures:
1. Obtained the views of the members of the Committee by conducting meetings then and there.
2. By meeting the Heads of Hindu Mutts and obtained their views and suggestions.
3. Ascertained the procedures that are followed in the Archaka Training Institutes run by the private organizations.

4. Visited important Saivite and Vaishnavite temples, met the experienced Sivachariars and Bhattachariars serving in
the religious institutions as Archakas in the temple and obtained their views and details of training they got.

5. Invited experts in Hindu Agama Sastras and obtained their views.

As per the unanimous decision of the High Level Committee, the Chairman and the Member Secretary visited the
Archaka Training Institutes at Pillayarpatti, Thirupparankundram, Thiruchendur, Mayiladuthurai, Madurai, Srirangam and
Coimbatore and collected particulars on the subjects taught, period of training and age and minimum educational
qualification prescribed for admitting the students for the training. Further, the Chairman and the Member/ Secretary have
also visited the Mutts at Thiruvavaduthurai, Thiruppanandal, Dharmapuram, Mailam Bommapuram, Perur near Coimbatore
and Sriperumbudur, and met the Religious Heads (Madathipathis) and ascertained their views in this regard. The Training
Institutes run in these places were also visited by them and relevant details gathered.

Apart from this, they visited Arulmighu Kapaleeswarar Temple, Mylapore, Murugan Temple, Vadapalani,
Parthasarathiswamy Temple, Triplicane, Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple, Madurai, Andal Temple, Srivilliputhur,
Ranganathaswamy temple, Srirangam and Arunachaleswarar Temple, Thiruvannamalai and met the Archakas performing
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poojas there, and ascertained the details regarding prevailing poojas/Archanas and other services, the details of training
received by the Archakars. All these details were consolidated and placed before the members of the High Level Committee
during the meetings of the Committee and discussions held.

Further, as per the decision of the Committee, noted celeberities in Hindu Religion were invited as Special Invitees to
the meetings held at Srirangam, Coimbatore and Chennai. These special dignitaries have also extended their views and
valuable suggestions.

While following the above procedure, a questionnaire was also prepared and used for the benefit of persons who
expressed their views. The ideas gathered through such discussions and hearings were compiled and utilized in preparing
this report.

(I A RESEARCH ABOUT AGAMAS

In the G.0.No0.118, dated 23.5.2006 issued by the Government of Tamil Nadu, it has been clearly stated that all Hindus,
who are qualified and properly trained may be appointed as Archakas, irrespective of their caste. However, the functions
of Archakas include installation and consecration of Idols in the temples. In the Supreme Court judgment, it has been
stated that in the temple constructed according to the Agamas, the ‘ldol’ shall be installed and consecrated according to
the Agamic Principles and that the recital of pooja Mantras, performance of Poojas and Special Poojas should be as per
Agamas in order to safeguard the sanctity of the idol and that only the persons welversed in the Agamas alone can be
appointed as Archakas. Hence it is necessary to examine the Agamas and the present Agamic procedures.

(IV) WHO ARE HINDUS?

It is seen in the Government Order, that all Hindus possessing the required training may become Archakas. Hence
the word Hindu or Hindus requires explanation as to whom or which it denotes. Those who belong to Hindu Religion are
called Hindus. It has been accepted after research by various renowned scholars including G.U. Pope and Caldwel that
“Hindu Religion” is a common name denoting a number of religions. The word Hindu Religion is a common name or
collective name for the four important religions namely, ‘Saktham’, ‘Saivam’, ‘Vainavam’, ‘Smartham.’

i. Shaktham (Shaktham Religion)

In Shaktham religion Female God like Goddess Shakthi, Athiparasakthi, Parvathi, Amman, Durgai, Kali, Rajarajeswari,
Mariamman is the supreme god. It is based on the principle that woman is the origin of creations. This is the oldest
religion, its origin cannot be specified.

ii. Saivam (Saivaite Religion)
According to the principles of Saivaite religion, Lord Siva is the Supreme God. The other Gods are his deputies.
iii. Vainavam (Vaishnavaite Religion)

Its ideology is that Only Lord Thirumal or Mahavishnu is the Supreme God and all the other Gods, including Lord Siva,
are his variations.

iv. Smartham (Smartha Religion)

Vedas are supreme in Smartha religion. Its foremost principle is to realise Brahmam. In this religion, God is not one
but several; Worship of Suriya, Indira, Varuna, Ganesha is practiced. Smarthas are Brahmins. Its dogma is that men
alone will attain salvation. It also believes that Smartha women will attain Mukthi (salvation) only after being born as Smartha
men. It believes that any offering to Gods can be made only through Yagnas (through sacred fire) and it does not believe
in idol worship. Therefore Smarthas have no temples as their own. According to Agni Hothiram Thathachariyar, before 8"
Century, only the Non-Brahmins performed the pooja rituals in the temples. After 8" Century, Brahmins captured the
performance of poojas and rituals in the temples. Poojas and Archanas are later developments. It may be performed by
all. The word pooja is not a Sanskrit word. It has been taken from Tamil word “Poo Sei”. They have changed it as Pooja,
a sanskrit word, using the letter “Ja”. Performing (worshipping) with flowers is Poosai. Generally, “Nature” is the God for
Brahmins. No idol worship at all. They do only Sandhya vanthanam, ( a form of worship during sun-rise and sun-set ).
Later, they appropriated the temple worship as their own.

v. Six religions (Shanmatham Religion)

Another view about Hindu religion is that it includes six religions (Shanmatham) namely, Ganapathiyam (worship of
Ganesha), Shaktham (worship of Shakti), Gowmaram (worship of Muruga), Souravam (worship of Sun), Saivam and
Vainavam.

(V) KINDS OF TEMPLES IN TAMIL NADU
Temples in Tamil Nadu may be classified in general into four categories as follows:

a) Temples constructed as per Agama principles and Poojas being performed as per Agama principles.
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b) Temples which are not constructed as per Agama principles but poojas being performed as per Agama principles.
c) Temples constructed as per Agama principles but poojas not performed as per Agama principles.

d) Temples not constructed as per Agama principles and poojas not performed as per Agama principles.

(VI) AGAMAS
i. What are Agamas?

Agamas are the rules to be followed while locating a temple; method of construction, installation of the Prime Deity
and other associated (Parivaram) deities, sculptures, performance of daily poojas, Naimithya poojas (Poojas on special
and periodical occasions), festivals and consecration of the deities etc.,

ii. Agamas are followed in Tamil Nadu only:

Agamas are followed only in Tamil Nadu. Outside Tamilnadu, Agamas are practiced only in such temples which are
lying within the erstwhile Madras Province. No Agamas are followed in other States.

iii. Siva Agamas:

Each Siva Agama has four parts. The first part relates to the acts and deeds relating to temple worship. The second
part describes the method of construction of temple and the procedures for consecration, procedures of daily poojas and
poojas on special and periodic occasions and atoning rituals. Third part describes the methods of Yoga and Meditation.
Fourth part describes the structure of the universe, religious tenets and divine principles to attain (Mukthi) salvation.

One school of thought is that from out of the five faces of Lord Siva namely Satyojatham, Vamadevam, Agoram,
Thathpurusham and Easanam, five Agamas each were told by the first four faces and eight Agamas came from the fifth
face, Easanam — totaling in all to 28 Agamas. Another group considers that from out of the five faces of Lord Siva, the Four
Vedas came forth from four faces and all Agamas came from the fifth face i.e. Easanam. Kowshigar, Kasiyapar, Bharathvajar,
Gowthamar and Agasthiar are the Five Rishis who heard these Agamas from Lord Shiva. It is said that the descendents
of these five Rishis are the Sivachariyars who are presently performing poojas in Saivaite temples.

Though it is stated that there are 28 Saiva Agamas and 207 supplemental Agamas, at present only Karana Agama,
Kamiga Agama, Mahuda Agama, Vadhula Agama and Suprabedha Agama are being followed. Even out of the above five
Agamas, Kamiga Agama, Karana Agama are the two Agamas that are being followed. Yet, only Kamiga Agama is followed
in most of the saivaite temples. Karana Agamam is followed only in a few temples. According to the report of Justice
Maharajan Committee, Maguda Agama is being followed only in Natarajar temple at Chidambaram and in the Murugan
temples Karana Agamam and Kumara Thanthiram are being followed.

iv. Vaishnavite Agamas:

Vaishnavite Agamas are Vaiganasa Agama and Pancharathra Agama only. Vaiganasa Agama consists of strict
procedures. It is said that the methods for performing pooja for Lord Narayana were told by the Rishi Viganasar and hence
it is called Vaiganasa Agama. Vaiganasa Agama is not preached or taught to any one other than the “Vaiganasa Suthras”,
a small sect.

It is believed that Pancharathra Agama are the devine instructions of Lord Narayana Himself during five nights
individually to the five Rishis, Sandilya, Owbagavinar, Kowshigar, Kasiyapar and Bharathwajar. These Agama principles
are simple. Though the poojas were performed in Vaiganasa Agama in many big Vaishnavaite temples in olden days, later
they diverted to Pancharathara Agama principles. Srirangam, Ranganathar temple, Thirukachi Nambigal Temple,
Poondamallee are important temples among them.

v. Shaktha Agama:

Agamas followed in Amman temples are shaktha Agama (Thanthiram) (as mentioned in Justice Maharajan Committee’s
report). It is called so as it is intended to Goddess Shakthi. There are no major differences in the performance (of poojas)
in Siva Agama and Shaktha Agama.

vi. Original Agamas:

It has been pointed out in Justice Maharajan Committee’s report that Agamas existed in Tamil in ancient years and
major parts of the written text were destroyed due to sea erosion; that the Agamas now in existence in Sanskrit are the
translated versions of Tamil Agamas; that those who translated them into Sanskrit had incorporated the Vedic Religion as
much as possible; that the present Agamas are not the original Agamas; that since different copies of the same Agama
obtained from different places have different chapters and Slogas confirm that the original Agamas have been changed
when handled by different people.
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Therefore, it becomes necessary to have a deeper study relating to the performance of poojas and rituals and as to
whether they are being performed in all temples as per the Agamas and what are the changes that have undergone in the
structure of temples and the method of poojas in course of time.

VII) AGAMIC CONTRAVENTIONS
i. Agama deviations in the structure of temples:

The essence of the views expressed by Thiru Ganapathy Sthapathy, a renowned Temple Architect and Expert Sthapathy
is as follows:

In each temple, there must be a Sanctum Sanctorum (Moolasthanam). In the Sanctum Sanctorum, the first half is
Archana Mandapam and the second half is Ardha Mandapam. Ardha Mandapam is just a part of Sanctum Sanctorum. A
small portion next to the Sanctum Sanctorum is called Aga Mandapam. Adjoining that, Muga Mandapam should be located.
Next to Muga Mandapam, Maha Mandapam should be located followed by flag mast (dwajasthambam). Apart from this, in
Saivaite temples there must be Balipeetam and Nandhi. In Vaishanavaite temples, in the place of Nandhi, there must be
Garudalvar. A temple could be considered as an Agama temple only when all the above features are in existence.

If viewed bearing the above principles in mind, it may be stated that Natarajar temple, Chidhambaram is not constructed
according to Agama principles. Likewise, it may be stated that Murugan Temple at Thiruparankundram is not constructed
as per Agama principles as there are no Muga Mandapam or Maha Mandapam in the above two temples. Similarly, there
are many temples in Tamil Nadu which do not conform to Agama principles or they are deviant from some of the Agama
principles.

In temples constructed according to one Agama, practice of a different Agama principle should not be followed; Two
different Agama principles should not be adopted in any temple. But, in Kapaleeswarar Temple at Chennai, which is
established according to Kamiga Agama principles, both Karana Agama and Kamiga Agama procedures are followed in
the performance of poojas and festivals. In Saivaite temples constructed on Saiva Agama, only Saivait idols should be
installed and Vaishnavaite idols should not be installed. Likewise, Saivite idols should not be installed in the temples
constructed on Vaishnavite Agama principles. If Navagraka idols are installed in a temple, they are not constructed according
to Agama principles, since installation of Navagraka idols is not mentioned in the Agamas. Likewise, there are Shrines
(Sannathi) for Anjaneyar in most of the Saivaite temples in Tamil Nadu which is against Agama principles and in most of
the Vaishnavaite temples, Vinayaga idols have been installed.

When opinions sought for from the Scholars in Veda Agama Padasala at Thiruchendur, it was informed that as there
is no Siva Lingam consecrated in Thiruchendur temple, there are no Agamas for Thiruchendur temple (i.e. this is not a
Agama temple). Only Kumara Thanthiram is being followed in this temple.

Thus viewed, in the present day situation, no temple in Tamil Nadu can be said to be bound by any specific Agama
principles. Deviations and contradictions in Agama principles are in existence in most of the temples. These are all later
changes made according to the wishes of the then kings and needs of the devotees. It is to be noted here, that all these
changes have been happily accepted by the society at large and religious organisations.

That apart, it is seen that poojas as per Agama principles are followed even in temples which are not constructed as
per Agama principles. At the same time, poojas are not performed as per Agama principles in many temples which have
been constructed as per Agama principles. In many temples, violations of Agama principles are found.

ii. Agamic violations in the performance of poojas:

According to Agamas, Naimithya poojas performed during festival occasions are to be done only by the
Sivachariyars. Those doing the daily poojas are Archakas. Some times, as per the instructions of the Sivachariyars, these
archakas will also perform naimithya poojas. Among them, Smarthas decorate the procession deities (Urchavar idols)
only. They have no authority to perform pooja. Paricharagas are persons who prepare holy food (Neivaithyam) for Lord,
clean the pooja lamps and other articles and help the lighting of lamps. They have no authority to perform Archana. Further,
Archakars are not entitled to touch the Prime Deity for Abhishegam and decoration (Alangaram). All these are prescribed
in Agama. But, in practice, in most of the temples it is the regular and common scene that the archagas are taking garlands,
vasthiras, parivattam, keys of cars and shops and other things given by devotees and place them on the Prime Deities or
place them at the feet of Moolavar and then return to the devotees. Activities like adorning flower, garlands, dress and
jewels and placing the keys and other materials by the archakas amount to touching of the deity. All such acts of the
archakas are contraventions of the Agama principles.

iii. Performance of Archanai at the request of devotees are violations of Agamas:

The performances of Archanai, at the request of devotees is not mentioned in Agamas. Archanai, according to
Agama, is a part of main Pooja. Apart from Archanas during the “kala — pooja”, other archanas are not stated in Agamas.
At present, pronouncing the name of the devotees, their relatives and their birth stars and praying for them by chanting the
name of God (Namavali) is termed as Archana. Since such kinds of Archanas are not mentioned in any of the Agamas,
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these kind of archanas may even be considered as anti Agama. However, since these are all done for the benefit and
satisfaction of devotees, such kind of Archanas are being performed daily in all temples. It is common knowledge that a
fee is collected in temples for this. From this, it is evident that Agama practices have been modified or changed according
to the needs of the devotees and change of circumstances.

The poojas performed presently in many temples are based on Vedic principles. They are not poojas based on Agama
principles. Agamas are not derived from Vedas. As stated earlier the general belief is that Agamas have come directly from
Lord Siva and Lord Mahavishnu. Since the method of worship undergone changes, Agama practices have also undergone
changes continuously. In the report of Justice Maharajan Committee, it has been enumerated in detail and in clear terms
what are all the changes in the Agama practices that have taken place.

A few such instances are given below:
1. Performance of poojas by disabled, bachelors and widowers.
2. Reciting of manthras of one deity to another deity.

3. Chanting the same manthras for all deities when there are separate manthras for Natarajar and
Dhakshinamoorthy.

4. Smartha Brahmins performing Vedic poojas based on Bothayana Suthras and Abasthamba Suthras which
are against Agama principles, in the temples where idols were consecrated following Agama principles.

5. Instead of Pasagar ( a sect within the 5 Sivacharya sects), Smartha Brahmins, even without “Dikshai” (initiation),
in the name of Paricharagas preparing neivedyam in Madapallis (Temple Kitchen).

6. Inspite of having holy kitchen, preparing holy food in the houses of Archakas and offering as neivedyam.

7. Performance of pooja following a different Agama, where important activities such as installation of idol,
performance of Kumbabhisegam and performance of daily pooja and naimithya pooja, (festival occasions) were performed
according to a particular agama.

8. Performing pooja following the procedures known to the Archakas, disregarding the age old procedures in
vogue in that temple.

9. In Vedas, there is no Moorthy (Idol) pooja but there is only Agni (fire) pooja. However in temples where Idols
installed as per Agama principles, performance of pooja are being done on Vedic methods. In particular, in Thillai
(Chidambaram) performing pooja in Pathanjali Bathathi method based on vedic principles instead of Maguda Agamam.

10. Construction of Siva - Vishnu temples, which are not mentioned either in Saiva Agama or in Vainava Agama.
iv. Persons Eligible to perform poojas in Sanctum Sanctorum - Supreme Court’s verdict in Seshammal’s case :

When a temple is constructed as per Agamas, the idol has to be consecrated in accordance with the Agama. On the
consecration of the Idol in the temple, the Hindu devotees believe that the Divine spirit has descended on the Idol and that
from then on the image of the deity is fit to be worshipped. Rules with regard to daily and periodical worship have been
laid down for securing the continuance of the Divine Spirit. The rituals have twin objectives:- 1) to attract the lay worshipper
to participate in the worship carried on by the priest or Archaka and 2) to preserve the image from pollution, defilement or
desecration. In all the temples in which the images have been consecrated, the Agamas insist that only the qualified
Archaka or Pujari shall step inside the sanctum sanctorum and that too after observing the daily disciplines which are
imposed upon him by the Agamas.

The Supreme Court has observed in Seshammal's case that the images will be defiled if the saivites enter into the
Vaishnavaite temple and perform pooja touching the deities and if the Vaishnavaites enter into the Saivaite temple and
perform the pooja touching the deity.

Supreme Court's Judgment in Adhithayan's Case:

In Athithayan Vs Travancore Devasam Board case, the Supreme Court delivered a judgment in 2002 relating to the
qualification of persons who are eligible to enter into sanctum sanctorum to perform poojas in the temple, which is stated
below:

"No doubt only a qualified person well versed and properly trained for the purpose alone can perform poojas in the
Temple since he has not only to enter into the sanctum sanctorum but also touch the idol installed therein. It therefore
goes without saying that what is required and expected of one to perform the rituals and conduct poojas is to know the
rituals to be performed and mantras, as necessary, to be recited for the particular deity and the method of worship ordained
or fixed therefor. For example, in Saivite Temples or Vaishnavite Temples, only a person who learnt the necessary rites and
mantras conducive to be performed and recited in the respective Temples and appropriate to the worship of the particular
deity could be engaged as an Archaka”.
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VIII) AGAMA PRINCIPLES AND ARCHAKAS
i. Who can become Archaka as per Agama?

As per Agamas, a Saivite alone can be an Archaka in Saivite temples; person of other religion cannot become Archaka.
A Saivite even if he is well versed in Vaishnavite Agama, cannot become an Archaka in a Vaishnavite Temple. Likewise, a
vaishnavite, even if qualified in Sivagamam cannot become an Archaka in Saivite temples (Because Saivism and Vaishnavism
are different religions). For the same reason, Smarthas cannot become Archakas either in Saivite, Vaishnavite or Amman
temples.

ii. (A). Saiva Temples

It is stated in Sivagamas that the person preforming pooja must have had “Siva Diksha" (initiation). In Sivagama, the
person doing pooja and other rituals have been classified into five categories such as Acharya, Archaka, Sthaniga, Pasakar,
Paricharagar. The Sivachariyars who are performing poojas in temples at present are said to be the descendants of five
Rishis who heard the agamas from Lord Shiva. It is the general belief that Lord Siva has revealed these Agamas to the
five Rishis namely Kausika, Kasiyapar, Bharathwajar, Gowthamar and Agasthiar. ~Of these five Rishis, Kausika belonged
to Shatriya caste, Kasiyapar belonged to Blacksmith caste, Bharthwajar belonged to Brahmin caste, Gowthamar belonged
to Barber caste and Agasthiyar belonged to hunter caste. As the five Gothrams of the Sivacharyars are the Gothrams of
these five Rishis, it has to be construed that the Sivacharyars are the descendents not only of Brahmins but also of the
Shatriyas, Blacksmiths, Hunters and Barbers. There is also another view that these five Gothras are not the direct
descendents of five Rishis but the descendents of the students who received spiritual teaching from the five Rishis. If it is
so, it is to be construed that all persons who follow the spiritual teachings come within the qualification of Sivachariyas.
There was a rule prohibiting marriage between a man and woman of the same Gothra.  Viewed in that perspective,
Gothra would only mean descendents. Madathipathi of Sringeri Mutt has also referred to them as descendents. (Report
of Justice Maharajan Committee).

ii. (B). Vaishnavite Temples

According to Vaishnava Agama, the descendents of Vaikanasa Suthra alone should perform pooja in Vaikanasa agama
temples. In Pancharathra temples, persons who obtained five Samaskara (1&2). To stamp Holy Coach (chank) Sangu
and sacred Wheel in his body. 3). To add the name of Lord Ramanuja with his name. 4). To wear Sacred thread. 5) To
impart vaishnavite Mantras, alone must perform pooja.

Vaikanasa

It is said that Saint Viganasa had compiled and delivered the methods of performance of pooja to Lord Mahavishnu.
The persons who learnt from Viganasa are his five disciples namely, Athri, Kasiyapar, Marichi, Barathwajar, Gowthamar
and Kausikar and what was preached by them is called samhithai and it is in vogue that these Vaikanasa suthras are not
imparted to others. For example, it is followed in the Vaikanasa cult, that Vaikanasa Mantras are taught to a male child
born out of a lawful wedlock to a man and woman both belonging to Vaikanasa Suthra. Then only, he is eligible to perform
pooja following the Vaikanasa agama. It is therefore, considered that the descedents of these Rishis constitute Gothras
and Suthra may be considered as a sect of Gothra. Hence, the followers of Vaikanasa Suthra are a particular sect of
Vaishnavas.

Pancharathra

i)  Pancharathara Agamas were told by Lord Maha Vishnu. They were imparted to five Rishis namely Sandilyar,
Avbagayanar, Kaushigar, Kasiyapar and Bharadwajar, individually during five nights.

ii) In temples following Pancharathra Agama, the persons performing poojas are classified into categories, namely
Uthamaathikari, Mathimaathikari, Athamaathikari. = Uthamaathikari is a person who performs all kinds of poojas such as
Nithiyam (daily), Nimithiyam (festival occasion) , Prathishtai (installation), Samprokshanam (consecration). Mathiyamaathikari
does daily poojas only; They are not authorized to perform Prathishtai (consecration) and Samprokshnam. Uthamaathikari
and Mathimaathikari must be Vaishnavaites. Athamaathikari, even if he belongs to other caste, he can do poojas after
getting Deekshai(religious initiation by a Guru). Such persons are called Sasthana Vaishnavaite (they do not wear sacred
thread).

Lord Siva and Lord Vishnu revealed to the same Rishis

It is seen that among the Rishis who had spiritually learnt the Agamas, Kaushigar and Bharadwajar have learnt Siva
Agamas from Lord Siva and Vaishnava Agamas from Lord Maha Vishnu. Kasiyapar had learnt from Saint Viganasa. There
is also a belief that he had learnt the Saiva Agamas from Lord Siva. From this, it is found that basically there can be no
difference of opinion that some Rishis had learnt from both Lord Siva and Lord Maha Vishnu and that Saivisam and
Vaishnavisam cannot to be considered as opposed to each other. It is pertinent to note the Vedas which state that Lord
Hari and Lord Siva are one and the same and that reference to Lord Siva denotes Lord Vishnu also and vice versa.
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ii. (C). No Caste in Vaishnavism

There is no caste in Vaishnavism. Those who sport chank (Spiral thick shell) and Wheel on their shoulders are staunch
Vaishnavites. According to principle of Vaishnavaism, one vaishnavite should not ask the caste of another vaishnavaite. It
is considered a major offence if a Vaishnavite asked the caste of another Vaishnavaite. The principles and procedures
followed by Ramanujar during his lifetime bear evidence to the fact that one should not practice caste discrimination in
Vaishnavism. The person cooked food for Ramanujar belonged to lower caste. Thirukachinambigal, though he belonged
to other caste, prepared holy food(Thaligai) and performed (Abishegam with Holy water) Thirumanjanam for Lord Varadaraja
Perumal. Any one who are willing to perform service to Lord Perumal, may get training to become Archaka after performing
five Samaskara(Pancha Samaskaram).

On that basis, it is seen that the dogma that the Vaikanasa Agama will not be taught to (any one) other than the
descendants of Saint Viganasar is against the basic principles and tenets of Vaishnavism.

Caste not mentioned in Agamas

There is no mention about caste either in Vedas or in Agamas. Caste is not mentioned either in Pancharathara
or in Vaikanasa. Hence, to be appointed as archaga a person need not necessarily belong to a particular caste, is the
basic principle of Vaishnavism.

Likewise, among the persons obtained Siva Deekshai (Spiritual Initiation), there is no caste discrimination. All Saivites
who have obtained Deeksai are eligible to work as Archakas.

Smartham

As there is no idol worship in Smartha Religion, there is no Smartha temple. They have no Agamas. Hence, that the
Smarthas cannot be Archakas in Saivite and Vaishnavite or in Amman (Sakthi) Temples is the Agama principles.

iii. Combination of Agamas in temples

Archakas other than Brahmins are functioning as Archakas in many temples like Srinivasa Perumal Temple, Erode,
Lakshmi Narashimma Swamy Temple, Perambakkam, Thirukatchinambigal Koil, Poondamalee. In Thirukatchinambigal
Temple, Poondamalee, persons belonging to both Pancharathara Agama and Vaiganasa Agama are working as Archakas.
Even though according to Agama principles, persons belonging to different Agamas can not perform poojas in the same
temple, they are working as Archakas in the same temple. Many Smarthas are working as Archakas in Saivaite, Vaishnavite
and Amman Temples. All these are either combination of agamas or violation of agamic principles.

iv. Caste discrimination in the appointment of Archakas

But, at present, when this Committee visited many temples, it was seen that, Sivachariyars and Vaikanasars are working
as Archakas only on the ground that they belonged to a particular sect. Apart from this, it was seen that persons belonging
to a particular family alone are working as Archakas and they claim that, that is the practice and it cannot be changed.
Though hereditary succession has been statutorily abolished in the appointment of Archaka, a particular sect alone still
continue as Archakas.

IX) APPOINTMENT OF ARCHAKAS AND THE LEGAL POSITION
Legal position

While analysing the legal position in the appointment of Archakas, there is no specific mention in the HR&CE Act
about what are all the qualifications to be possessed by a person to work as Archaka. But it is clearly stated in Section 55
that one cannot claim to be appointed as Archaka merely on the basis of hereditary succession. Besides, there is provision
for the appointment of Archakas in rule 12 of Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious Institution (Officers and Servants) service Rules.

Supreme Court has elaborately examined the issue of appointment of Archakas in various cases. In particular, in
Seshammal Case of 1972, in Narayana Dikshitalu’s Case of 1996 and in Adithayan’s Case of 2002, the relation between
Archakas and their services in the temples has been clearly spelt out.

i. Narayana Dikshitalu Case

The Supreme Court in the year 1996 in Narayana Dikshitalu case (Vs Government of Andhra pradesh) has observed
as follows:

1. There is a distinction between religious service and the person who performs the service; performance of the
religious service according to the tenets, Agamas, customs and usages prevalent in the temple etc. is an integral part of
the religious faith and belief.

2. Performance of rituals is related to the religious activities.
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3. The person who performs it or associates himself with the performance of ritual ceremonies, is not related
to religious activities. It is a secular act.

That was the reason that from time immemorial Kings had power to appoint and remove the Archaga. Likewise, the
Legislatures also have the power to remove the hereditary right of Archaga. In that sense, Archaga is also the employee
of the temple who is liable to work subject to the provisions of the Act. “The right of becoming an Archaka through succession
is not a religious practice”.

In Varanasi, Sri Adhi Visweswara Kasiviswanathar Temple’s case, the Supreme Court has distinguished the religious
part and the secular part in matters relating to religion. Any denominational sect i.e. Community, Caste or Sect who are
having particular religious faith is bound by the constitutional goals and they too are required to abide by law; they are not
above law. Law aims at removal of the social ills and evils for ensuing social peace, order, stability and progress in an
egalitarian society.

Act 26 of the Constitution will not generate any new right to any religion based community, caste or sect, but it protects
and ensures the continued enjoyment of the right which they had previously.

The above two judgments explain in brief the following important basic principles and guidelines.

i) Any activity of a religion, caste, sect should be bound by the Constitutional goals and they are all required to
abide by law and they are not above law.

ii) Temple fund, management and governance are not important integral part of religion. Legislation enacted by
State may be in relation to the secular activity. But such legislation should not interfere in matters relating to the religious
customs and usages followed in a temple, religious freedom, beliefs, followings, practices and propagation.

iii) Secularism is a basic principle of Constitution. Management of religious institutions or endowments may
have the secular activities such as governance and supervision. The States can regulate their activities by appropriate
legislation.

iv) Though the performance of ritual ceremonies is an integral part of the religion, the Archaka, Priest (including
appointed Jeer) who performs it, is not and their appointment is not religious activity.

v) To become Archaka based on hereditary succession (or appointment of Jeer) cannot be regarded as religious
custom or usage. Hence, it will not come under Article 25(1)(b) of the Constitution.

vi) Deciding the qualification of Archaka on the basis of competence and qualification instead of family, sect /
sub-sect, denomination will not be violative of the Article 25(1) of the Constitution.

ii. Vaishnavite Archakar working in Saivaite Temple and Saivaite Archakar working in Vaishnavite Temple

Though different agamas are followed in Saivaite temples and in Vaishnavite Temples, it is seen that Vaishanavaite
Idols have been installed in some Saivite temples and similarly Saivaite ldols have been installed in Vaishnavite temples.
In some places, there are Siva-Vishnu Temples and the same Archaka is performing poojas in both the Shrines. In
Chidambaram Natarajar Temple, we can worship both Govindaraja Perumal and Lord Siva at the same time. In
Thirupparankundram, one of the six abodes of Lord Muruga, though Lord Muruga is the Prime Deity, Lord Maha Vishnu has
been installed on the right side of Lord Muruga and Lord Siva has been installed on the left side. The same person is
performing poojas to Sivalingam, Durgai, Murugan and Maha Vishnu. Apart from this, in Nilathundaperumal shrine in
Ekambareshwarar Temple, only a Sivachariyar is performing pooja.

In Thirukoshtiyur Temple, one of the 108 Divya Kshetras, where Saint Ramanuja preached Narayana Mantra to the
general public, Sivalingam is installed and pooja was performed by Vaishnavite Archakas. Only recently, Saivite Archakas
are performing poojas for the Sivalingam. One of the 108 Divya Kshetras, ‘Kallar Shrine’ in Arulmighu Kamatchi Amman
Temple, Kanchiupram, Saivite Archakas are performing pooja since ancient time. So, it is seen that Saivite Archakas in
Vaishnavite temples and Vaishnavite Archakas in Saivite temples are performing poojas. No one has ever stated that
those idols had been defiled and lost their power (sanctity). Such changes are happening from time immemorial, and
continues even now.

Thiru U.V. Vasu Nambillai Ramanujachariyar, who had visited all the 106 Divya Kshetras on Earth out of the total108
Divya Kshetras, has stated that people who do not know the Agamas at all, are working as Archakas in 30 temples and that
there are no Archakas at all in many of the temples and that even women have performed the poojas during emergent
occasions.

Agni Hothram Thathacharyar has told that Saint Ramanujar has stated that “rights shall be given also to women and
that we do not have Agamas”.
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iii. Smarthas working as Archakas in Saivite, Vaishnavite and in Amman Temples

While the Agama principles are that only Saivaites in Saivite temples and Vaishnavites in Vaishnavite temples and in
Amman and Murugan temples, only Archakas, according to the usage of those temples can perform poojas, persons
belonging to a religion having no temples, and do not follow Idol worship, which believes only in the principle of yagnams,
in course of time became Archakas in those temples and they alone are now working as Archakas in many temples. The
practice of non-brahmins performing poojas in Amman temples and Murugan temples has changed in recent times and
Smartha Brahmins are now working as Archakas in many temples. Smarthas are neither Sivachariyars nor Bhattacharyars.
Their performance of poojas as Archakas in Saivite, Vaishnavite and Amman Temples are all violations of Agama principles.
However, no one has ever thought or expressed that Agama principles are violated due to the performance of poojas by the
Smarthas.

iv. Changing Circumstances

When we see the above, it vividly shows that in Tamil Nadu, temple structures, method of poojas and kind of Archakas
undergo changes depending on change of times. In none of the temples, Agamas are followed without undergoing any
change. It is undergoing changes according to circumstances. Incidents of violations/changes in Agama principles are
more than incidents of total observance of Agama principles. Changes are needed according to the change of time.
Whenever necessities arose Agama principles were deviated or violated. Till now, no one has complained that Agama
principles were violated or deviated in the temples in Tamil Nadu. That is, nobody is of the view that the methods of
poojas now in vogue in Tamil Nadu are violative of Agamas. All believe and accept that they are all performed according
to Agama principles.

v. Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution

All Archakas are temple servants. Hence, the Government has got the right to modify the rules and procedures.
Religious matters alone are not to be changed by the Government. The method of performance of Kaala poojas (Six
Kaala Poojas) Abhisekam, Alankaram (decoration), Kumbabhishekam (consecration) and the like alone are religious rituals.
These cannot to be changed by law.  For example, if the performance of six kaala-poojas in temples is changed into four
Kaala-poojas or if the method of Abhisekam, Alankaram (decoration) or the religious rituals at the time of Kumbhabisekam
are changed by laws, that would be violative of Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution. As per Agama principles, eight kaala
poojas or six kaala poojas should be performed in a day. But in many temples, different methods such as six kaala poojas,
four kaala poojas, two kaala poojas are being followed. In some temples, only one kaala pooja is being performed. In
many temples, there was a situation that even one such pooja was not performed. All these are violation of Agamic principles.
No objections were raised to such violations since they were not changed by any law. The Government have issued an
order to perform daily pooja in all the temples where even one kaala pooja was not performed and it is continued to be
implemented. It can be argued that even this Government Order is in contravention of Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution.
But it cannot be said that such a right of the trustees and the Archakas of temples, are not available to the Legislature
which has the power to make laws.

X) RESULT OF REVIEW
1) Nowhere and in none of the Agamas, it is stated, that only persons of a particular caste could perform poojas.

2) There is absolutely no authority to say that persons belonging to a particular caste alone are eligible to perform
pooja in Saivaite, Vaishnavaite or Amman Temples.

3) Since persons belonging to various castes were performing poojas in a particular method, they have been considered
as one sect (Sivachariyars). The only reason for that is the hereditarily succession of Archaka, from father to son.

4) Persons belonging to the Smartha, a separate religion or sect are performing poojas in Saivite, Vaishnavite and
Amman temples. When this is not considered as violation of Agamas, people belonging to Saivism and Vaishnavism,
irrespective of their caste performing poojas in the respective temples, cannot be considered even as a deviation of
Agamas.

5) Pointing out that a particular caste or descendants of a particular caste had been performing poojas in the past, it
cannot be said that they alone have the right to perform poojas and that, that alone is the Agama principle.

6) Every person appointed as Archaka/Poojari in a temple must know the Agama practices and the method of poojas
relating to that temple. It is necessary that they must know the kaala poojas, manner of their performance and the mantras
that are to be pronounced in the respective temples.

7) The basic requirement for a person to become an Archaka is that he should necessarily know the procedures to be
followed in the temple from the opening of the temple till it is closed and the related mantras.

8) In Saivite temple, Saivties alone can be appointed as Archaka. In Vaishnavaite temple Vaishnavaite alone can be
appointed as Archaka.
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9) In Amman(Sakthi) temples, only Saivaites in Saivism based Amman temples and only Vaishnavaites in Vaishnavism
based Amman temples can be appointed as Archakas.

Current Scenario

In order to prescribe the syllabus for the trainees, the committee wanted to know the present pooja and rituals which
are performed in the temples, all the essential things an Archaka should know to perform pooja and archanas in the temples,
the qualifications and ability of the archakas presently in servi

ce, and the extent of knowledge they have acquired in agamas and the need to bring out training syllabus in Tamil
medium for the trainees to perform poojas in Tamil in temples. In that background, it becomes necessary to ascertain the
knowledge possessed by the Archakas in the temple presently working.

XI) QUALIFICATION OF THE PRESENT ARCHAKAS IN TEMPLES

As per Agamas, only persons who know the Agamic principles can perform poojas in temples. Particulars relating to
the qualifications possessed by the archakas presently working in the temples were collected and perused. It is seen that
most of the Archakas working in the temples have not acquired proper training through any of the Training Institutes. Most
of them know only 108 Thothras (Namavalis) needed to perform Archanai, required by the devotees. Even in big temples,
only a few Archakas have acquired proper training in Agamas and thorough knowledge in Agamas.

i)  Among the Archakas of big temples like Kapaleeswarar Temple, Chennai, Murugan temple, Vadapalani,
Meenakshiamman Temple, Madurai, Arunachalesswarar Temple, Thiruvannamalai, Murugan Temple in Thiruparankundram,
Alagarkoil in Madurai, only a very few have learnt the Agama method of poojas. To be specific, out of 41 Archakas in
Kapaleeswarar Temple, only four know all the methods of poojas. The remaining 37 Archakas know only some specific
mantras like Ashtothram and Namavalis.

ii) Only 28 persons out of 116 archakas in Meenakshiamman Temple in Madurai have studied Agama and
obtained certificates, 22 persons have undergone the ‘15 days refresher course’. It was told that the other 66 persons
have learnt agamas from their fathers.  They have learnt the method of poojas by observing (following) their fathers
performing poojas. There is no evidence to conclude that they possess the required knowledge in agamas (Anushtanam).

iii) The same is the position in most of the other temples also. Persons working as Archakas in temples have
taught their children as there were no institutes to educate agamas until last 30 to 40 years. Only 30 years ago, a few
training institutes were started by the effort of some individuals.

iv) Kumarathanthiram and Kamiga Agamam are followed in the Murugan Temple at Vadapalani. It was informed
that the persons who are now assisting the regularly appointed Archakas are their relatives and that they have learnt
Ashtothram as they worked along with them and that they will not perform poojas by touching the Idol.

TEMPORARY ARCHAKAS

In Vadapalani Temple, the Archakars who were appointed regularly by the temple authorities have brought their relatives
to work as Archakas in order to serve the large number of devotees. By remitting a fee of Rs.2 per day, these temporary
Archakas enter into the temples and perform archana. All these persons do not know the Agama principles. They have
learnt only the Astothram (108 Namavalis). Some of them do not know even these 108 Namavalis in full but, they are
performing poojas in the temple. Only a very few of the Archakas in the temple have learnt the agamas; that too, many of
them have received training only from their parents, without receiving formal training in the Training Institutes.

These temporary Archakas are also performing poojas by touching the Deity. They enter into the temple and perform
pooja only on the ground that they are the relatives of the regularly appointed archakas and on the strength of their statements
that they know the archana systems. This position is in vogue even today.

In Vaishnavaite temples, only a very few archakas know the Agamas. Most of them have learnt the pooja procedures
only through their parents and they know only Namavalis.

XIl) THE PRESENT POSITION IS NOT VIOLATION OF AGAMA
In Seshammal Case, the Supreme Court has observed the following:

“According to the Agamas, an image becomes defiled if there is any departure or violation of any of the rules relating
to worship. It is part of the religious belief of a Hindu worshipper that when the image is polluted or defiled the Divine Spirit
in the image diminishes or even vanishes. In fact, purificatory ceremonies have to be performed for restoring the sanctity
of the shrine”.

But, as stated above, even the temporary, unqualified Archakas are performing poojas by touching the idol in most of
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the temples. Nobody complains or had ever complained that such acts are against Agamas and that the idols have been
defiled.

If persons having sufficient training in Agama principles and temple procedures, equivalent to or more knowledge
than that is possessed by the Archakas presently working in the temples, are appointed in future vacancies of Archakas in
temples, nobody can complain that those persons are being appointed without the knowledge in agamas or that the
Agamas are being violated.

(XIII) MINIMUM PERIOD OF TRAINING IS SUFFICIENT

It is appropriate to point out here about a training institute at Chennai which is providing training to perform daily
poojas on a minimum requirement basis. When a section of the people are insisting that a minimum of four years training
in Vedas and Agamas are necessary to work as Archaka in temples, U.V. Vasu Nampillai Ramanuja Achariyar, the founder
of Sri Hari Mutt, which is situated in Arumbakam, Chennai is running a training institute to provide training to become archakas
in Vaishnavite temples without any caste discrimination. Following to the ideals of Bhavishya Puranam, “only those who
have realised the Brahmam are Brahmins; the word Brahmin denotes only a character of human being and not a caste”,
U.V. Vasu Nambillai imparts archaka training to all irrespective of caste. According to him, it is better to keep the temples
open and perform poojas by training all persons who are willing and appointing them as Archakas, instead of closing the
temples on the ground that no one is available in the particular caste on hereditary line to be appointed as Archaka. He
has formulated a syllabus for one month training programme sufficient to perform daily poojas in Vaishnavite temples and
is imparting training accordingly. The “India Today” magazine has written about his unique training programme combining
the mantras in Sankrit and the procedures in Tamil.

(XIV) ESSENCE OF THE STUDY

i) In temples in Tamil Nadu all poojas performed are not strictly as per Agama principles in temples in Tamil
Nadu. According to necessity and circumstances, the methods of poojas have undergone changes.

ii) Most of the Archakas working in temples have neither acquired full knowledge nor proper training in Agama
procedures and Vedas.

iii) Though Agama procedures are followed during kaala poojas and festivals in some of the big temples, in most
of the other temples these are performed in shorter forms.

iv) Poojas are performed as per Agama principles in small and medium level temples only during festival occasions
and that too in a limited extent.

v) Archanas performed in temples on the request from individuals, are not mentioned in Agamas.

vi) The details of syllabus followed in the Archakas Training Institutes run by certain private organisations has no
connection with the daily poojas, Archanas etc. performed in temples.

vii) For appointment of a person as Archaka in a temple, it is sufficient if that person knows the essential slokas
and Namavalis required for the daily poojas, the customs and usages connected with the daily poojas which are in vogue
in the temples.

viii) Four or five years training syllabus is not necessary to perform poojas and archanas in temples.

ixX) Three years training course is sufficient for the performance of Kumbhabisekam, rituals on large scale, life
oriented rituals etc.,

X) In addition to the teaching in class rooms, practical training is also essential to the trainees.

(XV) TRANSLATION OF AGAMAS IN TAMIL

While prescribing the syllabus for training, the first question that arises is what should be the medium of instruction.
At present, in the privately run Training Institutes training is given through Sanskrit language. Majority of persons chanting
slokas in Sanskrit language while doing poojas do not know the meaning of the slokas. They only reproduce what they
have memorized and do not recite knowing the meaning of it. It requires 4 years training programme to learn and memorize
the ‘Agamas’ and ‘Vedas’ in ‘Grantham’. Agamas mostly explain the lay out and structural features of the Temple, the
methods of poojas, rituals, festivals, Kumbabishegam etc. The Slokas to be pronounced are only very few. Instead of
reciting in Sanskrit without knowing the meaning, it is easier and better to translate them in Tamil and to learn them
meaningfully. The present Agamas in Sanskrit are the translated version of the ancient Tamil Agamas. Hence the procedural
aspects of the Agamas may be translated in Tamil and may be included in the Syllabus for the Archaka training.

(XVI) TAMIL ARCHANAI

At present, prayer on behalf of individuals finds an important place in the Temples. Every devotee either for his welfare
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or for the welfare of his relatives offers his prayer through the Archaka who recites unto the Lord. There are three kinds of
Namavalis namely Ashtothram (108) Thirisathi (300) Sahasranamam (1000) that are in practice now. As stated earlier, this
system of Archanas on behalf of individuals has not been mentioned in the Agamas. However, next to Kaala poojas, these
Archanas are considered important in temples at present. These Namavalis relating to Archanas are mostly recited in
Sanskrit. These Namavalis have not been taken from the Agamas. They have been adopted from the puranas in Sanskrit.
Eventhough some of the Archakas recite these sanskrit verses with proper pronunciation, many of them recite without knowing
the meaning, without full involvement, and in an incomplete form. These Namavalis in sanskrit, which are meant for the
welfare and benefit of the devotees are not all understandable. When Shri Agnihothram Thathachariar was asked whether
it is mandatory for a person to know Sanskrit to become archaka, he replied that it is not necessary and that archanas can
be performed in their respective languages. He further added that if a question is put whether God will accept Tamil Archana,
the answer is yes. This Committee considers that these Namavalee Archana in praise of the God be recited in Tamil to
meet the needs of time and to enable everyone to them with total involvement and devotion.

(XVIl) SUPREME COURT JUDGEMENT ON TAMIL ARCHANAI
The Supreme Court of India vide its judgment in the year 1992 in the Tamil Archanai case has observed as follows:

“The Agama form of worship adopted in temples is in Sanskrit which is according to tradition. At the same time, there
is priceless Tamil devotional literature in Thevaram and Thiruvachakam which is also adopted to suit the worshippers.
Tamil Archana in this form deserves promotion. In general the traditional Agama form of worship will be followed. Where
the Archakas are proficient in performing archanas in Tamil and where there is a demand by the devotees for Tamil Archanas,
such facility can be extended”.

The Archagas in some of the famous temples which this Committee visited did not know Tamil Archanai at all. They
found it difficult to recite even few “Potri”. The Hindu Religious Charitable Endowment Department or other private
organisations have not made any arrangements for providing training in Tamil. This is the reason for the present situation.
Even though certain Mutts like Shri Perur Adheenam, are providing training in Tamil Archanai, neither the Archakas employed
in the Temple nor their relatives show any interest to learn from these centres.

At present, the Perur Adheenam, Kundrakudi Adheenam and certain other organisations are encouraging conduct of
poojas and worship in Tamil. Senthamizhvelvi Chathurur Thiru Sathyavel Muruganar is performing ‘Thirukuda Naneerattu
Vizha' (Kumbabishegam) life oriented rituals (conventions) in Tamil in an efficient manner. He is also teaching them to the
aspirants. This Tamil mode of worship and Archanai should be extended to all the temples. For this, arrangements should
be made for providing training in Tamil in Archaka Training institutes.

Hence this Committee considers that the devotional literature in Tamil such as Thevaram, Thiruvasagam, Thirupugazh,
Nalayira Thivyaprapandam, Periapuranam, Thirukural and Thiruvarutpa and the songs in praise of various deities should
be included in the training syllabus of the respective sects.

(XVII) SYLLABUS AND THE TRAINING PERIOD
i. Syllabus in the Private Training Institutes

It is generally believed that the Temples in Tamilnadu have been constructed according to Agamic principles, that
poojas and festivals, Urchavams are to be conducted according to Agama principles and that the Archakas who are performing
such poojas and festivals should be well versed in Agamas and Vedas. Most of the present Archaka training Centres run
by Private Organisations have prescribed their syllabus only on this basis.

Particularly, in the Training Centre at Pillayarpatti, training is provided with a four year syllabus. In the first year, the
syllabus contains Siva Agamam, certain portions from Puranas, Vedas, the basic knowledge in Astrology, training in some
of the Tamil literature including Thirukural and basic knowledge of Saiva Sidhantha puranas.

The Syllabus for the second year consists of methods of poojas in Siva Agamam, certain rituals like Homam, some
more portions in Vedas, Puranas, Tamil Religious books, the next stage in Astrology.

In the third year, the next stage of rituals in Siva Agamam, the procedures in Thirukudamuzhukku, further portions in
Vedas, Sasthras, Astrology, Tamil Religious puranas have been prescribed.

The fourth year syllabus consists of other riutals in Siva Agamam, Dikshai procedures, Abishaka procedures, further
portions in Vedas, Sastras, Saiva Sithantham and Peria Puranam.

Almost, a similar type of syllabus has been prescribed and followed in the Archaga Training Centre at
Thiruparankundram and training is given. It was found that in the Archaka Training Centre at Thiruchendur and Dharmapuram
also training is conducted on the basis of Agamam, Vedas and Puranam.

ii. Sanskrit and Recitation

Since the Agamas and Vedas are in Grantha Libi, the basic of Grantham so as to read and write grantham with
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correct pronounciation is taught. Mostly, certain specific portions from Vedas and Agamas are taught to the extent of
memorizing them. Most of the time during the training period is spent for memorizing the mantras. Later on, as these
Manthras have to be recited fluently during poojas, rituals associated with kumbabishegams, this veda agama parayanam
is considered important.

Since the Vedas, mantras and agamas in Sanskrit have to be learnt thoroughly, it is stated that it takes four to five
years for the training. Some people consider that a person can attain the status of Pandithar (Scholar) only after learning
the Vedas and Agamas fully for several years beyond the above training.

iii. Religious Doctrines And Conventions In Daily Life

Apart from this, the principles of Saiva Sidhantham, Vainavam and Sasthras should be included in the Syllabus. The
features of Temples based on Agamas should also be included in the Syllabus.

Further, in these days the services of Archakas are required to a large extent for conducting the customary functions
such as House-warming ceremony, marriages and naming function etc. The relevant mantras and procedures for these
functions are in Sanskrit. Most of them have now been structured and regulated in Tamil also.

The authorised translation of vedas have been published in English, German and French languages. These books
have also been published in Tamil with remarks in English. ‘Uthrakamigagamam’, ‘Ubagamam’, also known as ‘Kumara
Thanthiram’ have been translated by Allur Viswanatha Sivachariar and they have been published by the Hindu Religious
Charitable Endowments Department. Kamigagamam, Karanagamam and its supplemental books, pathathigal have already
been translated and published by the South India Archakar Welfare Association .

It is not compulsory to learn the Vedas and Agamas in Sanskrit, once they have already been published in Tamil.
Sanskrit can be taught just as a language in the Archaka Training Centres. If Tamil is used extensively as the language of
worship, the devotees will be able to understand the procedures.

Astrology

Ordinary people seek the assistance of Archakas in the temple for fixing auspicious days for the performance of
their family functions. It is therefore necessary for these Archakas to fix the auspicious date and time for these functions
and also to perform poojas for these functions. Hence it becomes necessary for the persons appointed as Archakas to
have basic knowledge in Astrology. They should have the minimum knowledge in Astrology to the extent of suggesting
auspicious dates, time and Star. Hence basic training should be given in Astrology and this should be included as a portion
in the syllabus.

iv. Basic Syllabus And Training Period

It is because of the belief that poojas should be performed according to Agamam in Agama Temples and that
Archakas should have proper training and knowledge in Agama procedures in Sanskrit, a 4 or 5 years syllabus through
Sanskrit language has been prescribed in the private Archaka Training Centres. It is the considered view of many learned
people that if the intention of the Government that all persons are eligible to be appointed as Archakas is to be fulfilled then,
the existing syllabus in the Training Centres should be modified extensively.

Taking into consideration of various aspects of the matter, it is considered that a Syllabus for one year basic foundation
training may be formulated comprising of daily poojas and certain specific customary rituals, and that another syllabus for
three years elaborate training may be formulated for performance of detailed poojas, rituals, big festivals, kumbabishegams.
Certificates may be issued to those completing one year training course and Degrees to those completing three years
training course.

(XIX) SYLLABUS

Based on the above discussions, this Committee has prepared two different Syllabi one for Saivam and the other for
Vainavam. Since there are two sub-Sects namely ‘Vaikanasam’ and ‘Pancharathram’ in Vainavam, apart from the general
syllabus prescribed for vainavam, separate sections have been specially prescribed for ‘Vaikanasam’ and ‘Pancharathram’.
The syllabi has been annexed to this report.

Arrangements should be made for separate class rooms and teachers so as to enable the students belonging to
Vaikanasam sect learn lessons in ‘Vaikanasam’ and those belonging to ‘Pancharathram’ sect learn lessons in
‘Pancharathram’.

As per the Syllabus, learning of Tamil language, learning of Religious/ moral literatures, learning of Sastras, philosophy,
to read and write in ‘Grantra Libi’ will form one part. This will be a compulsory part.

The Religious worship defined in Agamas, Vedas, the poojas in Temples, rituals and the procedures during festival
times, Kumbabishegam procedures, etc., will form the second part. They are available at present in ‘Grantha Libi’ and
some of them have been translated into Tamil. As far as the mantras and Namavalis in praise of Gods are concerned,
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there are innumerable devotional songs in Thirumurias, Prapandams and other Tamil literatures equivalent to those in
Grantham. They should be included in the Syllabus.

At the same time, the un-translated work in Sanskrit should be translated into Tamil immediately and completed. The
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department should take up responsibility for this work and complete it.
Arrangements should be made to teach these lessons either in Grantham or in Tamil as per the choice of the students.

Further, this Committee is of the opinion that suitable lessons should be included in the Tamil Syllabus so as to
enable the Archakas employed in the Temples have human consideration, show compassion towards other living beings,
develop helping tendency and have social outlook. Astrology and Customary life related rituals will form the third part.

The Commissioner should prescribe lessons, text books and the prescribed procedures on the basis of the Syllabus
enclosed. A Committee may be constituted comprising experts who are well versed in Agama Sastras, Religious books on
Saivam like ‘Thevara Thirumuraigal’ and books on Vainavam like ‘Nalayira Thivya Prabandam’, other Sastras, to give
appropriate suggestions to the Commissioner in this regard as and when required.

(XX) THE CATEGORY OF ARCHAKAS

The Archakas in the Saiva Temples can be classified into three categories namely:- Archagar, Gurukkal and Senior
Gurukkal. The Archakar in Vainava Temples can be classified into three categories namely; Bala Battar, Battar and
Battachariar.

Those who have obtained certificate after completion of one year training may be appointed as Archagar/Bala battar in
all the respective temples. They may be appointed as Archagas/Bala Battars in Big Temples as well as in temples which
has more than one Sannathi. They should function under the Achariars Gurukkals/ Battars and Battachariars as the case
may be in these Temples, as per their guidance. They can perform all Nithya poojas in Temples which have only one
Sannathi.

Those who have obtained Degree after completion of three year training may be appointed as Gurukkal/Battar. They
become eligible for the performance of poojas, festivals, rituals, Kudamuzhukku connected with the temple. But they have
to be appointed only on the basis that they should work under the guidance of senior Gurukkals/ Battachariars working in
the temples and performing these functions for a long period.

The post of senior Gurukkal/Battachariar is one which is given by promotion on the basis of experience and seniority.
With this title, they acquire the status that they are fully qualified and have thorough knowledge in Agamas, Vedas, Tamil
Vedas and Panja puranas relating to temples.

It is essential that the students admitted into the Training Centres should have obtained ‘Saiva Dheekshai’ or ‘Vainava
Dheekshai’. It is the responsibility of the training centre to confer Saiva Dheekshai or Vainava Dheekshai by following the
procedures, on each and every student who is eligible to be admitted for Training; The Commissioner shall supervise the
same. These students shall not consume non-vegetarian food and alcohol and shall wear either white clothes or uniform
at the time of training. Thus personality and conduct should be considered as important and enforced among the students.

(XXI) THE ADMINISTRATIVE SET UP OF TRAINING INSTITUTES

The training centres may be brought under the administrative control of the financially sound tempels situated nearby.
A managing committee may be constituted under the Chairmanship of Commissioner by amalgamating the activities of all
training centres. This Managing Committee may consist of the Headmasters of two Training Centres, two Regional Joint
Commissioners, two persons representing the private training centres and five Religious Heads as members. The Joint
Commissioner (Thiruppani) in the office of the Commissioner, H.R.&C.E. may be the Member/Secretary of this committee.

Those who have obtained the Degree after the completion of three year training may be appointed as Gurukkal/Battar.
They should work under the guidance of the Gurukkal/Battachariar who have been discharging these duties for a long time
in the temples.

Every training centre should function under the control of a small Administrative Committee. The Regional Joint
Commissioner shall be the Chairman, the Head Master of the training institute, and the Executive Officer of the temple as
responsible for running the training institute may be the members of this committee.

The Government should allot the required funds for the recurring and non recurring expenditure of these training centres.
Arrangements should be made to allot Government Grant to meet the expenditure particularly towards training centre,
buildings, Text books, salary of the teachers, stipend for the students and expenditure towards food.

Qualification for teachers

While selecting the Head Masters and Teachers, priority should be given for their experience and only then sufficient
teachers can be secured. Their educational qualification need not be considered as prime requirement. It may not be
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possible to get teachers with requisite Academic Certificates from the training centres, since these types of training centres
were started only recently.

It is also not possible to get the required number of teachers who have obtained Degree in Tamil and the requisite
qualification in religious studies. Hence, those who have long experience, training and knowledge may be appointed as
teachers in the Training Centres. Two or three persons having good knowledge and training in Tamil Religious literature
and Religious Philosophical sastras should be appointed as teachers in the Training centres. Priority should be given to
those who are experienced and qualified through Tamil medium.

Salary of Teachers

Person who are proficient in this line will come forward to take up the post of teachers only if they are paid salary on
par with the Graduate Teachers. The Head Master of the Training Centre may be given the scale of pay of the Head Master
of Higher Secondary Schools. Other Teachers may be given the salary of Graduate Teachers.

XXII) COMMUNAL RESERVATION

As per the policy of the Government, communal reservation has to be made for the seats in the Archaga Training
Institutes. Considering the observations made in earlier pages, persons belonging to Backward Classes, Most Backward
Classes and Scheduled Caste/Tribe would evince keen interest in joining this training only if Tamil mode of training is
increased and after giving appointments to the person so trained in the existing vacancies. Hence, there are chances that
the quota for the Backward, Most Backward and Scheduled caste categories may remain unfilled. In such situation, those
seats may be left unfilled. Such vacant seats need not be filled up in the succeeding year.

XXI) PRIVATE TRAINING CENTRES

(1) The Archaka training institutes in Pillayarpatti, Thirupparankundram, Perur and Dharmapuram and in a few other
places are functioning well. The list of Private Training Centres is enclosed.

Taking into consideration the aspects like accommodation, teachers’ strength, tamil mode of Archanai, Training in
Tamil Religious Literature, the Commissioner may accord the sanction of approval for the private training centres based on
the recommendations of the Managing Committee. Stipend may be sanctioned from the Commissioner’s Common Good
Fund to the students of private training centres where major portion of the syllabus introduced by the Government is followed.

(2) Students who have already obtained certificates

(i) Those who have obtained certificates after completing three years, and above three years of training in the
training centres recognized by this Committee may be appointed as Archakas in Tempels on the basis of these certificates.

(i) Those who have obtained certificates after undergoing training for more than 6 months but less than 3 years
period, may also be appointed as archakas if they undergo a special training (Putholi Payirchi) stated in this report and
obtained certificates thereto.

(iii) Those who have undergone training for less than 6 months and those who have received training from their
parents may be appointed as archakas only after they undergo the training programme recommended by this Committee
and obtain certificate thereto.

XXIV) SYLLABUS AND EXAMINATION

Based on the syllabus to be announced by the Government, the Managing Committee should formulate separate
detailed syllabus for “Saivam” and “Vainavam”, prescribe relevant Books and Examination schemes. Examinations may be
conducted by the Commissioner every year for one year certificate course and Examination for each year for the three year
Degree Course. Apart from the students of the Training Centres to be started by the Hindu Religious Charitable Endowments
Department, students of the private Training Centres recognized by the Commissioner may also take these examinations.

Certificates and degrees may be given to the successful students by the Commissioner. For the students who have
completed one year training certificates may be given as “Thirukoil Archakar Training Certificate/Thirukoil Bala Battar Training
Certificate” and for those who have completed three year training course degree may be given as “Thirukoil Gurukkal
Training Degree/Thirukoil Battar Training Degree”.

XXV. STIPEND TO THE TRAINEES

While implementing the Government order ‘enabling all Hindus to be appointed as Archakas, it may be very difficult
in the beginning to attract youth in the age group of 14 and 24 years of age, belonging to Backward/Most Backward classes
and Scheduled Castes for this training. It is the general expectation of the youth and the dream of the parents that after
completing School Examination /Senior Secondary Education /Higher Education they should become Graduates and get
appointment in the Government departments or private organizations. Therefore, only after a situation is created for assured
appointment as Archaka on completion of Archaka Training, large number of candidates from the Backward/Most Backward
and Scheduled Caste will evince interest in joining the Archaka Training Course. This Committee is therefore of the opinion
that apart from providing free food, clothing and shelter to the students joining the training course, a stipend of Rs.500/- per
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month may also be granted.

XXVI) PRACTICAL TRAINING

Considering the fact that any amount of education based on book will not be equivalent to the practical training, this
Committee is of the view that practical training should be made compulsory. This Committee is also of the view that two
months practical training shall be given at the end of the year to those undergoing training for one year and two months
practical training at the end of every year for the First two years and three months practical training at the end of the third
year for those undergoing three years training course.

XXVIl) REFRESHER TRAINING

A study has revealed that majority of the Archakas now employed in the Temples of Tamil Nadu lack requisite knowledge
in Agamas and temple practices. This Committee considers that such persons who do not have the requisite knowledge
shall be given special Refresher Training.

Those who have obtained certificates on completion of Training for more than 6 months but less than 3 years in the
Private Training Centres may be admitted to such Refresher Training programmes.

The Archakas working in the Temples at present shall not be terminated from service on the count that they have not
obtained any certificate. It will be sufficient if those persons join the Special Refresher Training and obtain training certificate.

The Committee is of the view that this Refresher Training Programme should be formulated in such a way as to
enable the Archakas to obtain basic knowledge in Agama procedures, Thevara Thirumurais, Tamil Religious literature and
Religious Philosophy and Sastras. Based on the syllabus recommended in this report for the one year training course, an
appropriate, concise syllabus suitable for the requirement has been formulated and given in the annexure. This Committee
is of the view that this Refresher Training Programme may be of two months duration and the Commissioner, Hindu
Religious and Charitable Endowments Department may make necessary arrangements for implementing this training
programme in the big Temples in the Districts.

XXVII) AGE LIMIT FOR THE TRAINEES

Discussions were held with the Heads of Dharmapuram, Thiruvavaduthurai, Thiruppananthal and Bommapuram Mutts
regarding the minimum age limit to be prescribed for the students to be admitted into the proposed Training Institutes for
imparting training in Mantras and other required rituals and procedures, taking into account the prevailing practice in the
Veda Agama Training Institutes which are functioning now. The Heads of Thirupananthal and Dharmapuram Mutts did not
express any opinion in this regard.

In some of the Training Institutes visited by this Committee, it was found that students were admitted at the age of 7,
in some at the age of 10 and in the remaining institutes at the age of 11, 12, 13 and 14. The general views expressed in
many training institutes was that only if students are admitted at a young age, they will be able to pronounce the Sanskrit
words correctly and that it will be easier for them to memorize the Agamas and Vedas. It was also opined that training at
a young age will pave the way for inculcating good conduct and good habits required for Archakas.

A) Constitutional Position

As per Article 45 of the Indian constitution, the Government should take efforts to provide compulsory basic education
to all children below the age of 14. The Supreme Court of India has observed that this should also be made as a
Fundamental Right. As per the Section 21 A, through the newly inserted 86" Amendment to the constitution of India in the
year 2002, it is the duty of the Government to provide compulsory and free education to all the children in the age group
of 6 to 14 years. Eventhough this amendment has not yet been put into effect, it can be implemented any time. Since as
per Section 21A, as stated above, it has been made mandatory that all children upto the age of 14 shall be provided basic
education, children should not be admitted in the Archaka training institutes before they attain 14 years of age.

It is the general view that a child will have maturity to select future education of its choice only after completing 14
years of age. Admitting them into Archaka Training Institutes or appointing them as Archakas before completing the age of
14 will be like depriving their childhood. While interacting with the students of the Training Institutes this Committee visited,
it was found that some of them were interested in moving to different field if only they had the opportunity to seek higher
education.

Hence, persons above the age of 14 only shall be admitted into these Special Education Centres giving training to
become Archakas. This Committee views that one should have completed minimum of 14 years age for getting admission
to the Archaka Training Institutes.

B) Maximum Age Limit

The general view is that one should learn ‘Grantha Libi’ first in these training institutes to learn the Vedas and Agamas.
The main reason is that all Agamas are only in Grantha Language, that it is necessary to learn the ‘Grantha Language’ to
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pronounce these Mantras correctly. Hence it was stated that an aged person, if admitted into this training, may not able to
learn the Grantha language easily, and to pronounce the Agamas and Vedas properly. It was therefore informed that if an
old person was admitted into this training programme he may find it difficult, and hence it is considered that persons over
24 years of age should not be admitted into this Training.

Persons above the age of 24 are not admitted in the Training Institute at Pillaiyarpatti. However, there is no maximum
age limit fixed for the students in the Agama Training Institutes at Thiruchendur and Thirupparankundram. Yet, there is no
student above the age of 22 in Thirupparankundram. But, most of the students at Thiruchendur are above the age of 25.
It is to be noted out that a few students who have crossed the age of 50 are also studying here.

The Head of Bommapura Mutt, Mylam, has stated that maximum age limit is not necessary for Archaka Training. The
Sivachariars at Arulmighu Arunachaleswarar Temple, Thiruvannamalai have also stated that maximum age limit is not
necessary.

But, considering the fact that the students undergoing training in these Training Institutes will be eligible for appointment
as Archakas at a later stage and that persons who have completed the age of 45 years are not appointed in the temples,
this Committee is of the view that the maximum age limit for students may be fixed as 24 and that admitting students
beyond the age of 24 may not be suitable in practice.

Having decided to admit students who have completed 14 years of age in these training institutes, if persons nearing
24 years of age are allowed to stay with these young students and given training, it may lead to many practical complications.
Hence, this Committee is of the view that students in the age group of 14 to 18 be kept as one group and the students in
the age group of 18 to 24 be kept as another group in those Training Centres. Or in the alternative, separate Training
Institutes may be started to give training to the students in the age group of 18 to 24.

C) The status of persons above the age of 24

In Tamil Nadu, the number of Archakas performing poojas in the small temples under the control of the Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments Department and in the temples not under the control of the Department is much less than the
required strength. Therefore persons to be trained in these institutes will have plenty of opportunities for being appointed
as Archakas in the above temples in future. Some Experts expressed the view that even if there are no sufficient opportunities
for being appointed as Archakas in temples that are under the control of the Department, a person above 24 years of age
may be personally interested in learning Agamas and pooja procedures and opportunity for receiving the training should
therefore be given to him. This Committee is therefore of the view that this training may also be given to persons above
the age of 24. In the circumstances, the Committee considers that a training institute may be started exclusively for persons
above 24 years of age, that if necessary the number of such institutes for these persons may be increased later, and that
in any case, persons beyond the age of 24 should not be admitted in the training institutes intended for the students in the
age group of 14 to 24.

XXIX) THE LOCATION OF ARCHAKA TRAINING CENTRES.

As per the Supreme Court rulings and the Hindu religious tenets and agamas, followers of Saivism cannot perform
the duties of Archaka in Vaishnavite temples. Similarly, the followers of Vaishnavism cannot perform the duties of Archakas
in Saivaite Temples. Apart from this, the Agama and the related procedures followed in Saivite Temples and Vaishnavaite
temples are different from each other. Hence, there should be separate syllabus and training institutes for Archakas for
Saivaite temples and for Vainavaite Temples. Hence this Committee is of the view that there should be separate training
institutes for the training of Archakas for Saivaite Temples and Vaishnavite Temples.

Taking into account the chance of getting the required teachers, the required space for locating the training institutes,
transport facilities and the other relevant factors, this Committee is of the view that the training institutes for training Archakas
for Saivaite Temples may be established in Chennai, Madurai, Perur, Kumbakonam, Palani, Thiruchendur and
Thiruvannamalai.

In respect of Vaishnavism, the training institutes may be established in Chennai, Srirangam, Srivilliputhur, Madurai,
Alagarkoil and Kanchipuram.

This Committee is also of the opinion that the Training Institute for the persons above the age of 24 may be established
in Thiruchirapalli.

Considering the funds required, place and the facilities for practical training in respect of these Training Institutes, this
Committee is of the view that these Training Institutes may be started through the respective temple managements as far
as possible.

XXX) MINIMUM EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION

In the Agama Training Schools functioning at present, generally students who have completed seventh standard are
being enrolled. In some schools students are admitted even from the age of seven. No minimum qualification has been
prescribed. Since, as per the Constitution, one should be provided the basic general education compulsorily upto the age
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of 14, this Committee is of the view that the minimum educational qualification for admission into the Archaka Training
Institute shall be VIII standard.

This Committee is also of the view that the trainees, with intention of becoming Archakas in the temples where no
maximum age limit has been prescribed, particularly temples which are not under the control of the Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments Department, should have studied atleast upto V standard.

Vote of thanks

This Committee expresses its profound gratitude to the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Kalaignar who, besides
issuing a Government order with the sense of Social justice, that all persons who possess the required qualification and
training, irrespective of their caste can become Archakas in the Hindu Temples, with a great sense of devotion to implement
the same urgently has constituted this Committee and directed to give suitable recommendation regarding the age limit,
syllabus and other important matters.

This Committee also expresses its gratitude to the Hon’ble Minister for Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments
Department Thiru KR. Peria Karuppan and the Secretary, Tamil Development, Culture and Religious Endowments
Department Thiru R. Karpoora Sundara Pandian, I.A.S., for having extended their full support to the functioning of the
Committee.

The several valuable suggestions given by many learned persons, in person and through letters, were very much
useful in preparing this report. This Committee expresses its gratitude for such learned persons, especially Thiru
Agnihothram Thathachariar, Tmt. Radha Thiagarajan, Thiru Ganapathy Sthapathy and Sentamizh Velvi Chathurar M.P.
Sathyavel Muruganar. This Committee expresses its gratitude, with deep love, to all the officials of Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments Department, Thirukovil Executive Officers and the staff who have involved themselves and made
all arrangements for the Committee’s travel and in the preparation of this report.

XXXI) RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the detailed report given above, specific recommendations of this Committee are listed below:

1) Minimum Age limit to Archaka Training
A trainee should have completed minimum fourteen years of age at the time of admission in training Institute.

2) Maximum Age Limit

(i) The maximum age limit may be fixed as 24 years at the time of admission in Training Institute.

(i) The training sould be imparted in separate places under the age group of 14-18 and 19-24 separately.
3) Persons above the age of 24 years.

(i) There is no age limit for appointing as Archakas in the Temples, which are not under the control of Religious
Endowments Department. Hence a separate training institute may be started to impart training to the persons above the
age of twenty four years. If required, such additional training institutes may be started in future.

(if) A person who has completed above 24 years shall not be admitted in the age group of 14-24 years training centres.
4) Minimum education
(i) For admission in the Training Institute of age group of 14-24, a person should have studied upto 8th standard.
(i) The trainees above 24 years of age should have studied minimum 5th standard.
5) The places for Training Centre

(i) The training centres for the Saivait Archakas may be established at Chennai, Madurai, Palani, Tiruchendur,
Kumbakonam, Thiruvannamalai and Perur.

(ii) The training centres for the Vaishnavits Archakas may be located at Chennai, Srirangam, Kancheepuram, Madurai
Alagarkoil and Srivilliputhur.

(iif) The Training Centre for the persons above 24 years may be located at Thiruchirapalli.
6) Training period

One year training period to qualify for the basic Archakar profession and three years training period to conduct special
Poojas and rituals.

7) Category of Archakas
(i) The Saivait Archakas may be classified into three categories namely Archaka, Gurukal and Senior Gurukal.

(i) The Vaishanavit Archakas may be classified into three categories Bala Pattar, Pattar and Pattacharyar.
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(iii) The certificate holders having completed one year training may be appointed as Archakas/Bala Pattar
respectively in Saiva/Vaishnava temples. They should serve Archakas / Bala Pattar in big temples having more than one
"Sannadhi" under the supervision of existing Gurukal, Senior Gurukal/Pattar, Pattacharyas. They may perform all Poojas in
all small temples having a single "Sannadhi".

(iv) The three years certificate holders may be appointed as Gurukal/Pattar. They may perform all Poojas, Urchavas,
and rituals in temples. However they should serve under the supervision of Senior Gurukal/Pattacharyar already working
in those temples for a long period.

(v) The post of Senior Gurukal/Pattacharyar will be treated as promotional post by way of experience and seniority
basis.

8) Siva-Vaishnava "Deekshai"

(i) All students to be admitted in the training centre must have received Siva Deekshai or Vaishnava Deekshai. It
is the responsibility of the respective training centre to make arrangement to award Siva Deekshai or Vaishnava Deekshai
to each and every eligible student who have qualified for training. Commissioner shall supervise this.

(i) These students must be vegetarian and should not have the habit of consuming liquor and should wear simple
white dress or uniform during the training period.

9. Syllabus

(i) The 'Akama’ procedures regarding Poojas, Rituals, Carnivals, Kumbabishekam now performed in temples shall
be translated into Tamil to the extent possible and included in the syllabus.

(i) As regards archanas now performed as desired by the devotees in temples the ‘Namavallis' should be taught
in Tamil language so as to instill devotion and dedication to all.

(iif) "Grantham" must be taught as a language so as to enable to read and write.

(iv) Arrangements shall be made to give training in Tamil as far as possible in training centre to make Tamil as
language of worship.

(v) Thirumurai like Thevaram, Thiruvasagam, Periya Puranam and Thirupugazh, Nalayira Divya Prabandham,
Thirukural, Thiruvarutpa and songs in praises of various Gods must be included in the syllabus of respect religious sects.

(vi) The doctrines and the principles of Saiva Sithantha and Vaishnava Thathuvas and Sasthras should be included
in the syllabus to a specified level. The structures based on Agamas of temples etc. should also be included in the syllabus.

(vii) Suitable lessons should be included in the syllabus of Tamil language as the Archakas, who work in temples
have to act with humanitarian nature like showing love towards other living beings and helping attitude to others with social
aspects.

(viii) As the services of Archakas are very much needed now-a-days for the rituals based House warming ceremony,
marriage function, christening ceremony and individual prayer, manthras and procedures relating to the above may also
be included in the syllabus.

(ix) The astrology should be included as a lesson in the syllabus at such a level as to predict auspicious day, star
and auspicious time etc.

(x) The performance training should be made compulsory for the trainees. The trainees who are undergoing one
year training should be given performance training for a period of two months at the end of the year and the trainees who
are undergoing three years training should be given performance training for a period of two months at the end of first and
second years and three months at the end of the third year.

(xi) The special refresher course training should be given for a period of two months for the existing Archakas who
are not having adequate knowledge in Agamas and temple procedures. The refresher course would be evolved in a manner
so as to provide them basic knowledge in Agama procedures, Devara Thirumuraigal, Religious Tamil literatures and
Religious doctrines and Sashthras. The Commissioner, Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Administration
Department should make arrangements to impart this training in the concerned districts and in the big temples.

(xii) The work of translating the Agamas and Vedas in Sanskrit which are not yet translated into Tamil should be
started immediately and completed expeditiously. Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Administration Department
should take responsibility to execute this work. The arrangement should be made for teaching these lessons in grandha
or Tamil as per the willingness of the students who are undergoing the training.

(xiii) Learning Tamil language, learning devotional/moral Tamil literatures, learning "Sasthras” and philosophical
regulations and getting training at a level of writing and reading in "Grandha Libi" should be made compulsory as the first
part in the syllabus.
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(xiv) The second part of the syllabus should consist the methods of worshiping God, temple Poojas, the rituals
and procedures of the festivals and descendant of Kumbabishegam which are required in Agamas and Vedas. Instead of
the Manthiras/Namavallis: in Grandha Libi, various devotional songs in "Thriumuraigal" and "Prabandhas" and other Tamil
literature should be included in the syllabus.

(xv) Third part of the syllabus should consist Astrology and living rituals.

(xvi) Based on the above recommendation the syllabi for one year training, three years training course and refresher
course have been evolved and submitted.

10. Examinations

(i) In pursuance of the syllabus enclosed in this report, the Commissioner should prepare and give the text books
and the pattern of examination for Saivas and Vaishnavas sections separately.

(i) Every year, examination should be conducted by the Commissioner for the one year certificate course, three
years degree course and the Refresher course.

(iii) Not only the students studying in the training institutes to be opened and run by the Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments Department, but also the students studying in the private institutes which were recognized by the
Commissioner may participate in the examination. The certificate and degree for all promoted students should be awarded
by the Commissioner.

(iv) The certificates may be issued as "Temple Archakas Training Certificate"/"Balapatter Training Certificate” and
the degrees may be called as "Temple Gurukkal Training degree"/"Temple Patter Training degree".

(v) The recipient of the above said certificate or the degree will be eligible for appointment as Archakas in the
temples under the control of Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department.

(vi) The persons who have already studied for a period of more than three years regularly in the recognized private
training institutes and got certificate may also be appointed as Archakas in temples.

(vii) The persons who have studied for a period less than three years but more than six months in the recognized
private training institutes and got certificate may also be appointed as Archakas in temples if they join in the Refresher
Course and get certificate.

(viii) The certificates which are produced by the persons who have studied for a period of less than six months
and the training through the father should not be taken into account.

(ix) The Archakas now working in temples should not be terminated on the ground that they did not possess any
certificate. It is enough, that they should join the 'Refresher Course' and get certificate for training.

11. Administrative set up of training centres

(i) There shall be one Headmaster and other required number of teachers in required numbers in the training
centres.

(i) As far as possible, training centres may be started through the Temple Administration itself.

(iif) For the co-ordination of the training centres and for effective management, a managing committee under the
Chairmanship of the Commissioner, may be constituted. Two representatives of the Principals of the training centres two
representatives of Regional Joint Commissioners, two representatives of private training centres and five religious servants
may be appointed as members in the above committee. The Joint Commissioner (Thiruppani) Commissionerate may be
the Member-Secretary of this Committee.

(iv) This managing Committee should have all powers so as to revise the required syllabus, to prepare text books,
to make selection, to determine the strength of the teachers etc. and to change the pattern of annual examination.

(v) Each training centre should function under the control of a separate administrative committee. The Regional
Joint Commissioner may be the Chairman of this Committee and Principal of the training centre and Executive Officer of
the temple who will take responsibility of running the training centre may be the members of this Committee.

12. Financial assistance of the Government

The Government should provide adequate funds every year to meet the recurring and non/recurring expenditure towards
building for training centre, text books, salary of teachers, stipend for trainees and diet charges etc.
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13. Teachers

(i) Preference should be given for experience in the selection of Headmaster and Teachers for training centre.
Persons having rich experience, training and educational qualification should be selected and appointed. Their general
educational qualification should not be given much importance. Advertisements should be made in dailies and qualified
persons should be selected as teachers.

(ii) Salary to the teachers should be given minimum on par with the graduate teachers working in School Education
Department. Salary to the Headmaster of training centre should be fixed on par with the Headmaster of High Secondary
Schools.

14. Communal reservation

Admission of the students in the training centres for Archakas' should be in conformity with the reservation policy of
the Government of Tamil Nadu. If the seats for backward classes, most backward classes and SC/ST could not be filled
up in full as per the rule of reservation in the initial stages, these seats may be kept unfilled. These backlog vacancies
need not be filled up during the subsequent years.

15. Private Training Centres

(i) The above said Managing Committee will recommend the Commissioner in the matters relating to recognition
of the private training centres. Recognition to the private training centres will be given by the Commissioner of Hindu
Religious and Charitable Endowments Department based on the recommendations made by the Managing Committee
after considering the aspects such as syllabus announced by the Government, adhering to the communal reservation,
accommodation, teacher's strength, archanas in Tamil and imparting training in religious literatures.

(i) On the basis of strength of the students, assistance may be given to those private training centres which accept
and adhere the major portion of the syllabus announced by the Government from the Commissioner Common Good Fund.

16. Stipend to the trainees:-

Rs.500/- per month may be sanctioned as stipend during the training period besides providing food, uniforms and
accommodation at free of cost to all trainees below 24 years of age. It is not necessary to give stipend to those who join
in the Refresher Course.

The above said recommendations shall apply only to the persons belonging to Hindu religion. These shall not apply
to the persons belonging to the religions such as Jainism, Buddhism and Sikhism etc.

S/t
1 Hon’ble Justice Thiru A. K. Rajan, Retired Judge, High Court, Madras. — Chairman
2 Thavathiru Deivasigamani Ponnambala Desika Adigalar, — Member.
Kunrakudi Tiruvannamalai Adheenam.
3 Thirukkayilaya Parambarai Meikanda Santhanam, Kayilai Gurumani — Member
Seervalarseer Santhalinga Ramasami Adigalar, Perur.
4 Sriranga Narayana Jeer Swamigal, Srirangam — Member
Sivaneri Chemmal Dr. Pichai Sivachariar, Pillaiyarpatti. — Member
6 Sivagama Siromani Thiru K. Chandrasekara Bhattar, — Member
Thirupparankundram.
7 Thiru T. Pitchandi IAS., Commissioner, Hindu Religious and — Member / Secretary
Charitable Endowments Administration Department, Chennai -34. (Ex-officio)
ANNEXURE-I
ABSTRACT

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Administration Department - Temples under the control of Hindu Religious
and Charitable Endowments Administration Department - Appointment of qualified and trained Hindus as ‘Archakas’
irrespective of their castes-Orders-Issued.

Tamil Development Culture and Religious Endowments (RE 4-2) Department
G.O. (Ms) No.118 Dated 23.05.2006
ORDER:

It is a long pending demand to facilitate the appointment of suitably qualified and appropriately trained Hindus as
‘Archakas’ in the Hindu Temples of Tamil Nadu irrespective of their castes.
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2. Various organisations have been constantly urging the Government to change the method of giving opportunity to
serve as ‘Archakas’ in Hindu temples only to a particular caste though several years have passed after Independence. In
order to have a permanent solution, the Government carefully considered this long pending issue. The opinion of the Advocate
General of Tamil Nadu has been obtained in this regard. He has examined the judgement of the Supreme Court awarded
during the year 1972 and the judgement of the Supreme Court awarded during the year 2002 in detail and opined that the
verdict given by the Supreme Court during the year 1972 deals with religion only and there is no mention about caste. He
has also pointed out that the verdict of the year 1972 (AIR 1972 SC 1586) was taken into account by the Supreme Court
while rendering the verdict in the year 2002 (2002 SAR Civil 1897) and has clearly stated that as at present the verdict of
the Supreme Court, awarded during the year 2002 will only prevail. Finally he has opined that there is no legal or constitutional
impediment for the appointment of Archakas in Hindu temples irrespective of their castes.

3. In the above circumstances, the Government. after careful consideration of the issues involved and taking into
account the 2002 verdict of the Supreme Court and the opinion of the Advocate General of Tamil Nadu, have decided that
all the Hindus who are appropriately trained and qualified can become ’ Archakas’ in Hindu temples in Tamil Nadu irrespective
of their castes and pass orders accordingly.

4. The Commissioner of Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Administration Department is requested to
take necessary follow up action as per the above orders.

(By Order of the Governor)

R. KARPOORASUNDARAPANDIAN,

Special Commissioner and
Secretary to Government.

To
The Commissioner, Hindu Religious andChantable Endowments Administration Department, Chennai-34.

Copy to:

The Hon’ble Chief Minister’'s Office, Chennai-9.

Personal Assistant to Minister for Hindu Religious and Charitaple Endowments, Chennai-9.

Personal Secretary to Secretary, Tamil Development Culture and Religious Endowments Department, Chennai-9..
The Advocate General of Tamil Nadu, High Court, Chennai-104.

The Special Government Pleader (HR&CE), High Court, Chennai-104.

Information and Tourism, Department, Chennai-9.

National Informatic Centre, Chennai-9.

ABSTRACT

Hindu Religious and gharitable Endoments administration Department -Appointment of Archakas -Temples under the
contfol of Hmdu Religious and Charitable Endowments Administration Department -Appointment of trained- and .qualified
Hindus as ‘Archakas’ irrespective of their castes -Orders issued -Constitution of a High Level Committee to make
recommendations regarding implementation -Orders issued.

TAMIL DEVELOPMENT CULTURE AND RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS DEPARTMENT (RE.4-2) DEPARTMENT
G.O. (Ms.) No.120. Dated: 10.06.2006.
Read:
G.O. (Ms) No.lI8, Tamil Development Culture and Religious Endowments Department, dated 23.5.2006.
ORDER:

It has been ordered in the Government Order read above that all Hindus irrespective of caste who are appropriately
trained and qualified can become Archakas in the Hindu Temples in Tamil Nadu. In order to implement the order effectively,
it is essential to take policy decisions on the subjects like syllabus for training, basic educational qualifications for the
Trainees, age, period of training, the number of Training centers etc. In order to advise the Government in this regard the
Government constitute a High Level Committee consisting of the following members:-
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1 Hon’ble Justice Thiru A. K. Rajan, Retired Judge, High Court, Madras. — Chairman

2 Thiru T. Pitchandi | AS., Commissioner, Hindu Religious and — Member / Secretary
Charitable Endowments Administration Department, (Ex-officio)
Chennai -34.

3 Thavathiru Deivasigamani Ponnambala Desika Adigalar Avargal, — Member.
Kunrakudi Tiruvannamalai Adheenam.

4 Thirukkayilaya Parambarai Meikanda Santhanam, Kayilai Gurumani — Member
Seervalarseer Santhalinga Ramasami Adigalar A vargal, Perur.

5 Sriranga Narayana Jeer Swamigal Avargal, Srirangam — Member

6 Sivaneri Chemmal- Dr. Pichai Sivachariar Avargal, Pillaiyarpatti. — Member

7 Sivagama Siromani Thiru K. Chandrasekara Bhattar Avargal — Member

Thirupparankundram.

2. This High Level Committee shall submit its suggestions/recommendations on the following matters:-

0] Minimum educational qualifications and minimum age for admission for Archaka training.
(i) Syllabus and period of training.
(iiiy  Types of certificates to be issued:- Degree, Diploma or Certificate.

(iv) Administrative structure of this Training centers and the Qualifications of Teachers to impart training and the
mode of selection of Teachers.

v) Implementation of 69% communal reservation in the admission of Trainees.

(vi) Providing sufficient stipend to the Trainees during training period.

(viiy  To suggest locations for the Training Centers for Archakas in Tamil Nadu.

(viii) Regulating the privately run Archaka Training Centers and according recognition to them.

(ix) Any other subject ccnsidered suitable by the Committee for the effective implementation of the Government
Order relating to Appointment and Training of Archaka.

3. The Committee shall submit its suggestions/recommendations within a period of two months from the date of

functioning of the Committee.

To

o > WD E

o

(BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR)

R. KARPOORASUNDARAPANDIAN,
Special Commissioner & Secretary to Government.

The Commissioner, Hindu Religious & Charitable Endowments Administration Department, Chennai-34.
Justice Thiru A.K. Rajan, Avl., Retired High Court Judge, Chennai.

Thiru T .Pitchandi, I.A.S., Hindu Religious & Charitable Endowments Administration Department, Chennai-34.
Thavathiru Deivasigamani Ponnambala Desiga Adigalar Avl., Kundrakudi Thiruvannamalai Atheenam.

ThiruKailaya Parambarai Meikanda Santhanam Kailai Gurumani Seervalar Seer Santhalinga Ramasami Adigalar
Avl., Perur.

Sri Ranga Narayana Jeer Swamigal Avl., Sri Rangam.
Sivaneri Semmal Dr. Pitchai Sivachariar Avl., Pillaiarpatti.

Sivagama Siromani Thiru K.Chandrasekara Pattar, Avl., Thiruparankundram. (Through Commissioner, HR&CE)
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Copy to::
Hon’ble Chief Minister’s Office, Chennai-9.
P.A. to Hon’ble Minister for Hindu Religious &Charitable Endoowments., Chennai-9.

Private Secretary to the Special Commr. & Secretary to Govt., Tamil Development Culture & Religious Endowment,
Chennai-9.

The Joint Secretary, (Religious Endowment) Tamil Development Culture & Religious Endowments Department,
Chennai-9.

The Director, Information and Public Relations Department, Chennai-9.
National Informatics Centre (NIC), Chennai-9.

Stock file/Spare copy. .

ANNEXURE-II
SPECIAL INVITEES

1. Thiru Ganapathy Sthapathy, Vaasthu Vedic Centre, Neelangarai, Chennai.

2. Thiru Chenadamizh Velvi Sathurar, M.P. Sathiavel Murgan, Chenneri Kudil, Plot No.2, 11th Street Extn. New Colony,
Aadhambakkam, Chennai-600 088.

3. Thavathiru Kumarakurupara Adigalar, President, Gowmara Mutt, Chinnavedampatti Post, Coimbatore-641 006.
4. Dr. N.R. Chenniappanar, 5-460, Senthamil Santhalingar Nagar, Perur Chettipalayam, Coimbatore.

5. Prof. M. Pattiyappanar, 81-2, Sir. Shanmugam Salai, R.S. Puram, Coimbatore-641 002.

6. Dr. V. Rathina Sabapathy, Q.1, Rohini Gardens, R.A. Puram, Chennai-600 028.

7. Thiru Marudhachala Adigalar, Junior, Perur Adheenam, Perur.

8. Thavathiru Sadhu Shanmuga Adigalar, Sadhu Swamigal Thirumadam, Palani.

9. Thiru Pazha. Dharuma Arumugam, Ramananda Nagar, Saravanampatti, Coimbatore.

10.  Sivathiru Sivagami, Santhalingar Arul Neri Mandram, Singaram Palayam, Pollachi.

11. Thirumathy. Swarna Somasundaram, Thiru Neriya Tamil Mandram, R.S. Puram, Coimbatore 641 002.

12. Sivathiru. Arunachala Odhuvar, Santhalinga Arul Neri Mandram, Perur Adheenam, Perur, Coimbatore.

13. Thiru Maravan Pulavu Sachidhanandam, “Kanthalagam” No.4, First Floor, Rakisa Building, 834, Anna Salai,
Chennai-600 002.

14. Thiru R. Muthukumaraswamy, Director, Saiva Siddhanda Books Publishing Corpn. 532, T.T.K. Salai,
Chennai-600 018.

15. Thiru M. Viswanatha Sivachariar, 4, Ponnambala Vadhyar Street, Mylapore, Chenna-600 004.

16. Thiru T. Ganesan, Saiva Siddhandha Researcher, French Indo Research Organization, Pudhuchery.

17. Thiru M. Dharuman, 5-591, Santhalinga Nagar, Arumugagoundanore, Perur Chettipalayam, Perur, Coimbatore.
18. Sivathiru. K.Y. Sundaresa Gurukkal, Editor -"Thirukayilai” 96, Solaiappan Street, Kumbakonam 612 001.

19. Sivathiru. P. Mookkapillai, 61, Middle Street, Varaganeri, Trichy-8.

20. Sivathiru P. Kumaralingam, Coconut Trees Garden, Podipalayam Post, Madhukarai Via, Coimbatore-641 005.
21. Thiru A.M. Lakshmipathiraj, Thandamizhaasan, Annamalaiyar lllam, 68, Siruvani Salai, Perur, Coimbatore.

22. Thiru Oliarasu, S/o. Thiru N.R. Adalarasu, 25/14, Tank Bund Street, Saidapet, Chennai 600 015.
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23.
24.
25.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Thiru P.S. Ramaswamy, Advocate, 36, Car Street, Triplicane, Chennai 600 005.
Thiru. Sivagama Vidwan, Principal, Vedha Sivagama School, Thiruppalaivanam, Ponneri Via, Chennai District.

Thavathiru. Muthusivaramasamy Adigalar, Head of the Mutt, Thirunavukkarasu Swamigal Thirumadam,
Thenserimalai.

ANNEXURE-III
THE PERSONS WHO OFFERED SUGGESTIONS.

Thiru Agnihothram Ramanuja Thathachariyar

SrilaSri Shanmugadesiga Gnanasambanda Paramacharia Swamigal, Arulmighu Dharumapuram Adheenam,
Dharumapuram, Mayiladuthurai Taluk, Nagapattinam District.

Srilasri Sivaprakasa Desiga Paramachariar, Arulmighu Thiruvavaduthurai Adheenam, Thiruvidaimarudhur Taluk,
Nagapattinam District.

Srilasri Muthukumarasami Thambiran, Arulmighu Kasi Mutt, Thiruppanandal, Kumbakonam Taluk, Thanjore District.

Gurumaha Sannidhanam Srilasri Sivangnana Balaya Swamigal, Bommabura Adhinam, Mayilam, Tindivanam Taluk,
Villupuram District.

Thiru Appan Parakala Ramanuja Embar Jeer, Head of Mutt, Arulmighu Embar Jeer Mutt, Sriperumbudur.
Thirumathi Radha Thiagarajan, Madurai.
Thiru Sidhanatha Sivachariar, Patteeswaram.

Thiru U.Ve. Vasu Nambillai Ramanujachariar, Administrator, Arulmighu Sri Hari Mutt, M.M.D.A. Colony, Arumbakkam,
Chennai.

Executive Trustee, Arulmighu Karpaga Vinayagar Temple, Pillaiarpatti (Vedha Agama Patasalai)

Thiru lyindhu Kodi S. Harihara lyer, Thiru P .S.K. Mani Vadhyar and Thiru K. Balasubrmania Ganapadigal, Teacher,
Vedha Agama Patasalai, Arulmighu Subramaniaswamy Temple, Tiruchendur.

Teachers of Vedha Agama Patasalai, Arulmighu Subramaniaswamy Temple, Thirupparankundram.
Thiru Ravi, Sivagama Vedha Patasalai, Sivapuram, Mailaduthurai Taluk, Nagapattinam District.
Gurukkal/Archakars, Arulmighu Arunachaleswarar Temple, Thiruvannamalai.

Sivachariars, Arulmighu Kapaleeswarar Temple, Mylapore, Chennai.

Sthanigas, Arulmighu Vadapalaniandavar Temple, Vadapalani, Chennai

Archakas, Arulmighu Meenakshisundareswarar Temple, Madurai.

Bhattacharyas, Arulmighu Nachiar (Aandal) Temple, Srivilliputhur, Virudhunagar District.
Bhattacharyas, Arulmighu Parthasarathiswamy Temple, Triplicane, Chennai

Bhattacharyas, Arulmighu Sowrirajaperumal Temple, Thirukannapuram and Arulmighu Bakthavachalaperumal
Temple, Thirukannamangai, Kudavasal Taluk, Thiruvarur District.
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ANNEXURE - IV
QUALIFICATION OF ARCHAKAS WORKING IN IMPORTANT TEMPLES

(1) SAIVITE TEMPLES
Recipients of Certifcate

Name of the temple Total No. of No. of No. of

No. of persons persons persons
Archa- trained trained trained for

gas / for 3/ for 2 1 year
Bhatta- 415 years training

charyas years training
working training

) ©) 4

—~
o1
~
—~
)
~

Arulmighu Dhandayuthapaniswamy temple, Palani 40 4 8 1
Arulmighu Subramaniaswamy Temple, Thiruchendur 25 4 0 0
Arulmighu Subramaniaswamy Temple, Thiruttani 39 2 0 1
Arulmighu Ramanathaswamy Temple, Rameswaram 10 0 0 0
Arulmighu Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple, Madurai 116 22 1 5
Arulmighu Vadapalaniandavar Temple, Vadapalani 60 2 0 0
Arulmighu Arunachaleswarar Temple, Thiruvannamalai 19 2 0 0
Arulmighu Sankaranarayana swamy Temple, Sankarankoil 69 1 0 0
Arulmighu Swaminathaswamy Temple, Swamimalai 18 0 0 0
Arulmighu Subramaniaswamy Temple, Marudhamalai 14 2 0 0
Arulmighu Kapaleeswarar Temple, Mylapore 32 1 0 0
Arulmighu Subramaniaswamy Temple, Thirupparankunram49 5 0 0
Arulmighu Thyagarajaswamy Temple, Thiruvottriyur 12 1 0 2
Arulmighu Sugavaneswarar Temple, Salem 6 0 0 0
Arulmighu Thirumalai Kumaraswamy Temple, Panpozhi 6 0 0 0
Arulmighu Thayumanaswamy Temple, Malaikottai 12 1 0 0
Arulmighu Arthanareeswarar Temple, Thiruchengode 150 15 0 32
Total 677 62 9 41
(2) VAISHNAVITE TEMPLES

Arulmighu Aranganathaswamy temple, Srirangam 27 0 0 0
Arulmighu Parthasarathy swamy Temple, Triplicane 50 0 0 5
Arulmighu Kallazhagar Temple, Alagarkoil 15 0 0 0
Arulmighu Devarajaswamy Temple, Kanchipuram 25 0 0 0
Arulmighu Venkatachalapathy swamy Temple,

Uppliappankoil 6 0 0 0
Arulmighu Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Temple, Sholingar 1 0 0 0
Total 124 0 0 5

No. of
Persons
performing

poojas
with out
training
certificate *

()
27
20

9
10
22
58 **

12
29
30 *kk

11
17
287

36
10

55

Total
No. of
persons
perform-
ing
poojas
Heredi-
tarily.

(8)
0
1

27
0

66
0
8

65
9
0
2

14

86
278

64
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(3) OTHER TEMPLES

Recipients of Certifcate

SI. No. Name of the temple Total No. of No. of No. of No. of Total
No. of persons persons persons Persons  No. of
Archa- trained trained trained for performing persons

gas / for 3/ for 2 1 year poojas  perform-
Bhatta- 415 years training with out ing
charyas years training training poojas
working training certificate * heredi-
tarily.
1  Arulmighu Devi Karumariamman temple, Thiruverkadu 21 6 1 0 14 0
2 Arulmighu Mariamman Temple, Samayapuram 7 1 0 0 0 6
3 Arulmighu Kamakshiamman Temple, Mangadu 29 2 0 6 21 0
4 Arulmighu Incorporated & Unincorporated Devaswoms,
Suchindram 201 0 0 0 0 201
5 Arulmighu Bannari Mariamman Temple, Bannari 3 0 0 0 3 0
6  Arulmighu Vanabathrakaliamman Temple, Thekkampatti 14 0 0 0 14 0
7  Arulmighu Palace Devasthanam, Thanjavur 41 11 1 13 16 0
8  Arulmighu Vazhai Thottathu lyan Temple, lyyampalayam 2 1 0 0 1 0
9  Arulmighu Angalamman Temple, Melmalayanur 25 0 0 0 0 25
Total 343 21 2 19 69 232
* - Including persons who have obtained only letters stating that they are qualified for performing Pooja

** - |n Arulmighu Vadapalaniandavar Temple, among the 58 Archagas with certificates stating that they are qualified for
performing daily pooja and without it, 47 Archagas remit Rs.2 per day towards right for entering the sanctum sanctorum
and performing Poojas.

*** - 30 Archakas working with or without certificate for performing pooja in Arulmighu Subramaniaswamy Temple,
Tirupparankundram are assisting the four Sthanika Archaka in the performance of Archana.

****x _ At the time of review it was told that the total number of archakas as 41 in Arulmighu Kapaleeswarar Temple But,
it has been mentioned in the list as 31.

ABSTRACT

QUALIFICATION OF ARCHAKAS WORKING IN IMPORTANT TEMPLES

Recipients of Certifcate

No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of |
Total No. of persons persons persons persons persons
Sl. Details of temple Archagas / trained trained trained performing performing
No. Bhattacharyas for3/4/ for 2 for 1 year poojas with poojas
working 5 years years training out hereditarily.
training training training
certificate
1 Saivite temples 677 62 9 41 287 278
2 Vaishnavite temples 124 0 0 5 55 64
3 Other temples 343 21 2 19 69 232

Total 1144 83 11 65 411 574
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Sl. No.

1

2

ANNEXURE -V

List of Hindu temples in which Smarthas working as Archakas

Joint
Commissioner
Region

Chennai

Vellore
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20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Name of the temple

Arulmighu Vadapalaniandavar Temple, Vadapalani

Arulmighu Anantha Padmanabaswamy Temple, Adayar
Arulmighu Chennamalleeswarar Temple, Chennai

Arulmighu Pillayar Vempathamman Temple, Abdullapuram
Arulmighu Vallabha Vinayagar Temple, Chekkanurpet
Arulmighu Solapuriamman Temple, Kuyapet

Arulmighu Swarna Ganapathy Temple, Kaspa, Vellore
Arulmighu Thukkaramman Ramar Bhajanai Temple, Vellore town
Arulmighu Kailasanathar Temple, Virinjipuram

Arulmighu Ramar Bhajanai Temple, Vettuvanam

Arulmighu Kalyana Venkatesaperumal Temple, Anaicut
Arulmighu Virupatcheeswarar Temple, Kammasumuthram
Arulmighu Varadharajaperumal Temple, Pennathur

Arulmighu Ramanatheeswarar Temple, Pennathur

Arulmighu Kalahastheeswarar Temple, Koratti, Thiruppattur taluk
Arulmighu Anbupuriamman Temple, Pudupet

Arulmighu Bruhaneeswarar Temple, Periakaram

Arulmighu Muthumariamman Temple, Thiruneelakandar Street
Arulmighu Chenna Kesavaperumal Temple, Kakkankarai
Arulmighu Venkatramanaperumal Temple, Kunichi

Arulmighu Kari Varadharajaperumal Temple, Sundarampalli

Arulmighu Kottai Brammeswarar, Gajendra Varadharajaperumal
Temple, Thiruppattur Taluk

Arulmighu Perumal Temple, Nariyaneri

Arulmighu Kothandaramaswamy Temple, Raachamangalam
Arulmighu Lakshminarasimhaswamy Temple, Luckynayakanpatti
Arulmighu Venkatramanaperumal Temple, Venkalapuram
Arulmighu Kalabairavanathaswamy Temple, Ulli, Vaniyampadi Taluk
Arulmighu Anjaneyaswamy Temple, Kailasagiri

Arulmighu Perumal Temple, Pethur

Arulmighu Hanumantharayaswamy Temple, Thuthipattu

Arulmighu Anjaneyaswamy Temple, Vengili

Arulmighu Venkatesaperumal Temple, Girisamuthiram

No. of
Smarthas
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@)
2

Vellore—cont.

30.
31.
32.
33.

34.
35.

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.

46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

@) 4 ®) (6)

Arulmighu Venkatachalapathy Temple, Nimmiyampattu
Arulmighu Veera Anjaneyaswamy Temple, Thuthipattu
Arulmighu Prasanna Venkatesaperumal Temple, Thimmampet

Arulmighu Kasi Viswanathar Temple, Keezh Aalathur,
Gudiyatham Taluk

Arulmighu Bala Vinayagar Temple, P.Thondanthulasi

Arulmighu Dharmarajar Dharmalingeswarar Temple,
Maaliyapattu

Arulmighu Pidari, Subramaniaswamy Temple, Keezh Vilasur
Arulmighu Aladi Vinayagar Temple, Pichanur

Arulmighu Selvaperumal Temple, Sempalli

Arulmighu Hanumantharayaswamy Temple, Pankarishikuppam
Arulmighu Varadharajaperumal Temple, Pichanur

Arulmighu Venkatesaperumal Temple, Moonkapattu

Arulmighu Varadharajaperumal Temple, K.V.Kuppam
Arulmighu Abaya Varadharajaperuam| Temple, Kothappalli
Arulmighu Venugopalaswamy Temple, Machampattu

Arulmighu Kothandaramaswamy Temple, Thirumugacheri,
Arakonam Taluk

Arulmighu Muktheeswarar Temple, Kaveripakkam
Arulmighu Nalleeswarar Temple, Nellurpet

Arulmighu Thirumampazhanathar Temple, Thakkolam
Arulmighu Varasidhi Vinayakar Temple, Arakonam Nagar
Arulmighu Agastheeswarar Temple, Mosur

Arulmighu Prasanna Venkatesaperumal Temple, Athur
Arulmighu Lakshminarayanaperumal Temple, Guruvarajapet
Arulmighu Lakshminarayanaperumal Temple, Ozhugar

Arulmighu Sundararajaperumal Temple, Keezha Veedhi,
Arakonam

Arulmighu Aadhinarayanaperuaml Temple, Nagavedu
Arulmighu Panchavarnaperumal Temple, Kondapuram
Arulmighu Thirunageswarar Temple, Valarpuram
Arulmighu Paapathiamman Temple, Ammur, Ranipet Taluk
Arulmighu Varasidhi Vinayakar Temple, Kaspa, Arcot
Arulmighu Varasidhi Vinayakar Temple, Kummananthangal
Arulmighu Bhoomeeswarar Temple, Kudimallur
Arulmighu Sidhi Vinayagar Temple, Kadaperi

Arulmighu Ekambareswarar Temple, Maambakkam

Arulmighu Parabureeswarar Temple, Keeraisathu

7
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Vellore—cont.

Coimbatore

Trichy

Thanjavur

Villupuram

65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.

10.

11.

12.

13.

©)

Arulmighu Agastheeswarar Temple, Nedumpulipakkam
Arulmighu Naganatheeswarar Temple, Vilampakkam
Arulmighu Vaikunda Varadharajaperumal Temple, Kaspa, Arcot
Arulmighu Kalayana Venkatesaperumal Temple, Poonkodu
Arulmighu Varadharajaperumal Temple, Pennagar

Arulmighu Panduranganathaswamy Temple, Arcot

Arulmighu Venkatesaperumal Temple, Melnaicken palayam
Arulmighu Valavanathaperumal Temple, Zaakir Valavanur
Arulmighu Pararvajeswarar Temple, Pudhupadi

Arulmighu Kothandaramar Temple, Ramnagar, Coimbatore

Arulmighu Nanrudayan Vinayakar Temple,
Keezhapulivar Road, Trichy Taluk

Arulmighu Bojaraja Selva Vinayakar Temple,
Peria Kadai Street, Trichy Taluk

Arulmighu Muneeswarar Temple, Porpanaikottai, Pudukottai Town
Arulmighu Kalahasthi Vinayakar Temple, Naakudi, Aranthangi Taluk

Arulmighu Kailasanathar Temple (Attached) Arulmighu
Mathurakaliamman Temple, Siruvachur, Perambalur Taluk

Arulmighu Ekambareswarar Temple, Siruvayalur, Kunnam Taluk,
Perambalur District

Arulmighu Oonaikaattu Ayyanar Temple, Oonaiyur,
Manapparai taluk, Trichy District.

Arulmighu Sidhi Vinayakar and Santhi Veerappasamy Temple,
Nadu Kujili Street, Trichy town

Arulmighu Kasiviswanathaswamy Temple, Rajapuram,
Aravakurichi Taluk, Karur District

Arulmighu Soundareswarar Temple, Poolampadi, Veppanthattai,
Perambalur taluk

Arulmighu Arunachaleswarar Temple, Ayilur, Veppanthattai,
Perambalur District

Arulmighu Varadharajaperumal Temple, Varagupadi,
Kunnam Taluk, Perambalur District

Arulmighu Brahatheeswarar Temple, Nochiyam, Veppanthattaui,
Perambalur District

Arulmighu Palace Devasthanam, Thanjavur

Arulmighu Bangaru Kamakshiamman Temple, Mela Veedhi,
Thanjavur Town

Arulmighu Dharmalingeswarar Temple, Aathuvampadi,
Polur Taluk, Thiruvannamalai District

Arulmighu Viruppatcheeswarar Temple,
Sambuvarayanallur, Arani Taluk, Thiruvannamalai District

Arulmighu Subramaniaswamy and Mariamman Temple,
Chengam Taluk, Thiruvannamalai District

—~
Ny
~
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Villupuram—cont. 4

Madurai

© ® N o g W DN B

'_\
o

11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

3)
Arulmighu Balasubramaniaswamy Temple, Somasipadi,
Thiruvannamalai taluk and district

Arulmighu Sanjeevarayar and Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy
Temple, Sirugramam, Panruti Taluk, Cuddalore District

Arulmighu Subramaniaswamy Temple, Thirupparankunram
Arulmighu Solaimalai Murugan Temple, Azhakarkoil
Arulmighu Sidhi Vianayakar Temple, Thirunagar,

Arulmighu Kalyana Sundareswarar Temple, Avaniyapuram
Arulmighu Agneeswarar Temple, Eswaraperi, Perayur
Arulmighu Natarajar Temple, Nilakottai

Arulmighu Kalahastheeswarar Temple, Dindigul
Arulmighu Kasi Viswanathar Temple, Athur

Arulmighu Vandikaliamman Temple, Dindigul

Arulmighu Sidhi Vinayakar Temple, Railway Station
Arulmighu Vazhikaatti Vinayakar Temple, Dindigul
Arulmighu Kaliamman Temple, YMR patti

Arulmighu Vellai Vinayakar Temple, Dindigul

Arulmighu Kalyani Amman sametha Kailasanathar Temple,
A.Kalayamputhur

Arulmighu Jenakai Mariamman Temple, Cholavandan

Arulmighu Sarveswarar Temple, Anna nagar, Madurai

Arulmighu Dhandayuthapaniswamy Temple, Nethaji Road, Madurai

Arulmighu Edakanathaswamy Temple, Thiruvedagam
Arulmighu Pralayanathaswamy Temple, A.Dharmam
Arulmighu Kailasanathaswamy Temple, Natham
Arulmighu Kalyanasundareswarar Temple, Melur
Arulmighu Moolanathaswamy Temple, Thenkarai

Arulmighu Mariamman Temple, Kodaikanal

Arulmighu Meenakshi Chockanathaswamy Temple, Thirumangalam

Arulmighu Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple, Andipatti
Arulmighu Thirumurugan Temple, Usilampatti

Arulmighu Kanneeswaramudayar Temple, Veerapandi
Arulmighu Malaimel Vaidhyanathaswamy Temple, Periakulam
Arulmighu Kambarayaperumal Temple, Kambam

Arulmighu Poolanandheeswarar Temple, Chinnamanur
Arulmighu Subramaniswamy Temple, Bodinayakanur
Arulmighu Thirukkalaththeeswarar Temple, Uthamapalayam

Arulmighu Balasubramaniaswamy Temple, Periyakulam

4
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Madurai—Cont.

34.
35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

54.
55.

56.

57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.

Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu

©)

Muthalamman Temple, Agaram, Dindigul
Kumaran Temple, Kodimangalam, Madurai South Taluk

Bala Dhandayuthaswamy Temple, Thirukoodalmalai,

Madurai South Taluk

Arulmighu

Nagamalai Thirumurugan Temple, Nagamalai Pudukottai,

Madurai South Taluk

Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu

Eswaran Temple, Vilacheri, Madurai South Taluk

Erattai Vinayakar Temple, Thallakulam, Madurai North Taluk
Mariamman Vinayakar Temple, Chokikulam

Poonga Murugan Temple, Thallakulam

Sidhi Vinayagar Temple, Thirumogur

Vellai Vinayakar Temple, Oomachikulam

Neelakandeswarar Temple, Kunnathur

Throwpathiamman Temple, Chockalingapuram, Melur Taluk
Pidariyamman Group Temple, Ayyapatti

Agastheeswarar Temple, Thiruchunai

Manickavasagar Temple, Thiruvathavur

Azhagiya Choleeswarar Temple, Chocklingapuram

Kasi Viswanathaswamy Temple, Navinipatti

Mangala Sidhi Vianayakar Temple, Navinipatti
Kailasanathaswamy Temple, Thidiyan, Usilampatti Taluk

Kailasanathaswamy Temple, Kailasapuram,

Usilampatti Taluk

Arulmighu
Arulmighu

Kasi Viswanathaswamy Temple, Athur, Dindigul Taluk

Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple, D.Koodalur,

Vedasanthur Taluk

Arulmighu

lynkalaparameswarar Temple, Thamaraikulam,

Palani Taluk

Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu

Vinayakar Temple, Melakottai, Palani Taluk
Choleeswarar Temple, Maanur, Palani Taluk

Vinayakar Eswaran Temple, Periakottai, Palani Taluk
Angalamman Temple, Kariyaampatti, Palani Taluk
Selva Vinayakar Temple, Sirukudi, Natham Taluk
Vinayakar Temple, Madhavanayakanpatti, Natham Taluk
Gangai Vinayakar Temple, Avichipatti

Vinayakar Temple, Kanavaipatti

Sidhi Vinayakar Temple, Natham

Shenbaga Vinayakar Temple, Natham

Balamurugan Temple, Manakkaattur

4
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Madurai—Cont. 68.

Thirunelveli

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu
Arulmighu

Arulmighu

Total No. of temples

3
Shenbaga Vinayakar Temple, Soripalaipatti

Kamakshiamman Temple, Aavulipatti
Vinayakar Temple, Veerachinnampatti
Oorkavalsamy Temple, Theththaampatti
Vinayakar Temple, Koosanoothu
Pillayar Temple, Peththaampatti

Bala Vinayakar Temple, Thiruppaalai

Kuppandi Vinayakar Temple, Vadakarai, Periakulam Taluk

Azhagu Nachiamman Temple, Thenkarai, Periakulam
Kalahastheeswarar Temple, Genguvarpatti
Neelakandeswarar Temple, Uppaarpati
Veeranaickar Temple, Veerapandi

Kasi Viswanathan Temple, Podi

Ananda Vinayakar Temple, Thevaram

Kuttipillayar Temple, Kamayakoundanpatti

Muthu Vinayakar Temple, Chinnamanur
Subramaniaswamy Temple, Paachalur
Kannikaparameswariamman Temple, Uppukkottai
Paalvanna nathaswamy Temple, Karivalamvanthanallur
Rajagopalamannarswamy Temple, Veerasigamani
Ekanthalingaswamy Temple, Kantheeswaram
Kailasanathar Temple, Thenthiruperai

Azhagiya Koothar Temple, Kattarimangalam

= 187

Total No. Smarthas working as Archakas = 218

4
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ANNEXURE- VI

PARTICULARS OF VEDHA AGAMAS PATASALAS

1. Particulars of Vedha Agama Padasalas run by the Charitable Endowments under the Hindu Religious and
Charitabel Endowmernts department:

Sl. Name and Address of the Patasalas Training in Saiva

No. Agama/Vaishnava Agama

1) ) 3

1. Thirumurai Thamizh Agama training Centre, Saiva Agama
Thavathiru Santhalinga Adigalar Mutt, Perur, Coimbatore.

2. Savithriammal Sama Vedha Patasalai, Mayiladugthurai. Saiva Agama

3. Dharmapura Adheena Vedha Sivagama Thevara Saiva Agama

Patasalai, Dharmapuram, Mayiladuthurai Taluk,
Nagapattnam District.

4. Sankara Mutt Siva Agama Vedha Patasalai, Saiva Agama
Kumbakonam Town, Taniore District.

5. Maruthanayagam Mudhaliar Annapoorani Ammal Saiva Agama
Endowments, R.S. Puram, Coimbatore.

6. Kuvalakudi Singam lyengar, Thennacharia . Vaishnava Agama
Samprathaya Vidhya Dharma Patasalai, East
Chitrai Street, Srirengam.

. Particulars of Vedha Agama Patasalas run by priyate parties:

Sl. Name and Address of the Patasalas Training in Saiva

No. Agama/Vaishnava Agama
1) 2) 3

1. Karpaga Vinayagar Vedha Agama Vidhyalayam, Saiva Agama

Pillaiyarpatti, Thiruppathur Taluk, Sivagangai District.

2. Sriskandha Guru Vidhyalayam, Sri Kanchi Maha Saiva Agama
Swamigal Sathapthi Vedha Sivagama Patasalai,
Thirupparankundram, Madurai South Taluk.

3. Raja Vedha Patasalai, 2, Yagasalai Street, Kumbakonam. Saiva Agama
4, Sivapuram Vedha Sivagama Patasalai, Mayiladuthurai Town. Saiva Agama
5. Kanchi Sri Sankara Mutt Patasalai, North Street, Thiruvanaikoil. Saiva Agama
6. Kalyanarama lyer Dharma Sthapanam, Shrouth Saiva Agama

Vidhya College, Backthapuri Agraharam, Kumbakonam Town.

7. Srirenganatha Padhuga Vidhyalaya, Melur Road, Vaishnava Agama
Kollidaikarai, Srirengam.

8. Sri Nammalwar India Foundation, Chennai Vaishnava Agama
(Training in Nalayira
Divva Prabandam)

9. Sri Muralidhara Swamigal Vedha Agama Patasalai, Vaishnava Agama
Nangore, Sirkali Taluk, Nagapattinam District.

10. Rig Vedha Yazore Vedha Patasalai, R.S.Puram, Coimbatore. Saiva Agama

11. Sri Gnananda Thapovanam, Manampoondy, Thirukoilore Taluk. Vaishnava Agama
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@)
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.
26.
27.

28.

) 3)
Thandeswaraganapadigal Gurugula Patasalai,
Alloore village, Srirengam Taluk.

Kanchi Sankarachariyar Vedha Patasalai, Villupuram.
Manakkal Yajur Vedha Patasalai, Manakkal
Village, Lalgudi Taluk.

Yajur Vedha Patasalai, Subbulakshmi Ammal
Trust, Mahadhanapuram, Krishnarayapuram, Karur District.

Sirungeri Sri Saradha Peedam Patasalai, Sirungeri

Arishtanam, Mahathanapuram, Krishnarayapuram Taluk, Karur Distirct.

Yajur Vedha Patasalai, Muthu Poobala Samudra
Agraharam, Kulithalai, Karur District.

Sukala Yazore Vedha Patasalai, Chinnapannai
Saraswathi Ammal Dharma Trust, Agraharam,
Vaigainallur, Kulithalai Taluk.

Alala, Sundaramurthy Vedha Patasalai, Woriyur, Trichy Town.

Brahmma Sri Vanjinatha Thilagar Punnia Smarana
Vedha Patasalai, Sri Bhuvaneswari Dharma Trust,
Bhuvaneswari Temple’s Premises,

Pudukottai Town and Taluk.

Sri Brahma Vidhyambal Vedh Sivagama Patasalai,
Thiruvenkadu, Sirkali Taluk, Nagapattinam District.

Appayya Dikshidar Vedha Agama Patasalai,
Old Koodalur, Mayiladuthurai Taluk

Saradhambal Sarna Vedha Patasalai, Old Koodalur,
Mayiladuthurai Taluk.

S.G. Charitable Trust Vedha Agama Patasalai,
Banathurai, Kumbakonam.

RajaVedha Patasalai, Chakrapadithurai, Kurnbakonam Town.

Govindakudi Appakutti lyer Charities, Kumbakonam Town.

Prathyangi Vedha Sivagama Patasalai, lyyavadi, Kumbakonam.

Srilokambiga Vedha Sivagama Vidhyalaya,
Thiruppalaivanam, Ponneri Taluk, Thiruvallur Distirct.

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama
Saiva Agama
Saiva Agama

Saiva Agama

4
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ANNEXURE VII
SYLLABUS
(1) SAIVITE TEMPLES
SYLLABUS FOR ONE YEAR TRAINING AND FIRST YEAR OF THREE YEAR TRAINING
FIRST YEAR

(1) TAMIL

Tamil Language Lessons (Prose / Poem)
Thirukkural — 100 kuratpas

Some Moral books — introduction
Thiruvasagam - Sivapuranam

Vinayakar Agaval

108 Naamavali pertaining to Vinayakar, Siva, Ambal and Murugan

Panniru Thirumuraigal — some couplets
Sakalakalavalli malai — some songs
Periapuranam — concise history & some songs

(2) AGAMAM

Linguistic knowledge of writing and reading in Grantha Libi Introduction to Kaarana Agamam, Kaamiga Agamam,

Kumara Thanthiram — prose

Dhyana Slogas

In Grantham
Vinayakar
Sivan
Ambal

Subramaniar

Valli Devasena
Bairavar
Veerabathrar
Ayyanar
Mariamman

Kali and Maha Kalar

Chandeesar and other auxilary saivite deities

Tamil method
Panchasana Panchavarana poojas pertaining
to Vinayakar, Siva, Ambal and Subramania
Tamil way of punniyaha vachanam
Aavinaninthu
Daily worship — Tamil way
Daily Homams in Tamil way

Tamil Ashtothram to Panchamurthys
(108 Portries)

In Tamil

Equivalent devotional songs in Tirumurai

Grantham method
Grantham way of poojas relating to Panchasana
Panchavarana poojas pertaining to Vinayakar, Siva,
Ambal and Subramania
Grantham way of punniyaha vachanam
Panchakavyam
Nithya Pooja — Grantham way

Daily Homams in Grantham way

Panchamurthys Ashtothram — Grantham way
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VEDAS
Tamil Mode Grantham Mode
Thirumurai songs
Vianayakar Songs Ganapathy Upanishad
Sri Rudra mantras Sri Rudram
Chamaham Chamaham
Uyir Thooimai Mantras Purusha Suktham
Sakthi Thooimai Mantras Durga Suktham
Thiru Thoomai Mantras Sri Suktham
Rudra Thoomai Mantras Rudra Suktham
Dheepa Dhoopa Neivethya Mantras Dheepa Dhoopa Neivethya Mantras
Mantras for Sprinkling of holy water, Panchakavyam Punniyaha vasanam, panchakavya mantras

Velvi Mantras.

Astrology (Tamil way)

Year, Ayanam, Month, Fortnight, Thithi, Nakshatra, Week day particulars Rahu kalam, Yema kandam, Vaara soolai
particulars

Practicals

Two months period
SECOND YEAR

TAMIL

Tamil Language Lessons (Prose / Poem)

History of temples found in Thirumurai songs
Thirumurai worship songs

Thirumurais Devaram, Thiruvasagam — some songs
Thiruvisaippa — some songs

Thirupallandu — some songs

Thiruvarutpa, Thiruppugazh — some songs
Periapuranam — Prose part

Entire Thiruvarutpayan

Introduction to Saiva Sidhantha

AGAMAM
Tamil Mode Grantham Mode

Mandapa pooja pertaining to Mandapa pooja pertaining to Vinayakar, Sivan, ,
Vinayakar, Sivan, Ambal, Subramaniar Ambal, Subramaniar

Vaasthu Santhi Vaasthu Santhi

Taking the holy mud Mruth sangrahanam

Mulai Paarigai Angurarpanam

Tying of Kaappu Rakshapandhanam

Five types of consecration of acharya and land Acharya pancha sudhi, boodha sudhi
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Prologue
Ceremonies associated with Holy flag hoisting
Worship of directional deities (Ashta dhik palas)
Daily festivals
Fortnightly festivals
Big festival
Navagraha Homams
Ganapathi Homams
VEDAS
Tamil Mode
Thirumurai Songs

16 Types of Worship mantras

Vedic Mantras for Miscellaneous poojas

Poorvangam

Dwajarohana, Devadavahanam
Sandhyavahanam

Nithya Utsavam

Paksha Utsavam

Mahotsavam

Navagraha Homams

Ganapathi Homams

Grantham Mode

Sodasha Upachara Veda Mantras

Vedic Mantras for Miscellaneous poojas

Astrology (Tamil Way)

Hora details

Nakshtra, Thithi, Lagna, Specific Thithis for auspicious activities

Colours, grains, gems, holy sticks, holy rice, metals relating to Navagrahas

Yogas

Exaltation, Debilitation, Colour, Enemical friendly dispositions of grahas, Raasi charts
Details of Kalpam, Manu, Yugas

Matching of horoscopes for marriages

Practicals

Two months period

THIRD YEAR

TAMIL
Thiruppalliezhuchi, Thiruvempaavai, Thiruvasagam
Periapuranam — Some more songs
Vinayakar Agaval

Some lessons from the books about Ganapathi in 11" Thirumurai, Books in Tamil about Vinayakar, Thiruppugazh,
Kandar Anuboothi, Kandar Kali Venba, Kandar Alankaram, Thirumurugatrupadai, Thiruvaguppu, Unmai Vilakkam, Sivagnana
Bogam, Sivagnana Siddhiar

Tamil Mode Grantham Mode
Thirumurai songs

Homams relating to Peace, direction, time and other
important lessons

Shanthi, Disa, Samhitha, Moorthy Homams, and

other important lessons
Installations Pradhishtai

Special Kalams Visesha Santhi
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Tamil Mode

Placed under water
Placed in grains
Opening of holy eyes

Rituals relating to putting the deity to sleep
and fixing of gems

Procession of deity
Installation of Yandra

Fixing of 8 types of minerals
Purifying the idol etc

Yaaga Sala, and Homa gundam structures
Differentiation of sanctum
Bala Sthapanam

Imbibing the divinity
Worshipping Cow, Elephant
Obtaining blessings

Maha Nyasam

Other purifying mantras

Astrology (Tamil Way)

Grantham Mode

Jalathivasam
Dhanyathivasam
Nayanon meelanam

Sayanaa robanam, Rathna niyasam

Karikolam

Yandra sthapanam
Ashtabandhanam

Bimba Sudhi etc

Yaaga Sala Lakshanam, Gunda Lakshanam
Garba Graha Patha Vinyasam
Bala Sthapanam
Sparshahuthi

Ko Pooja, Gaja Pooja
Ashirvatham

Maha Nyasam

Other Sukthas

Fixing auspicious times (rituals relating to Bala Sthapanam, Holy Flag Hoisting, festivals in temples)

Life oriented rituals

Training to perform rituals in Tamil for life such as Cradle ceremony, Ear boring ceremony, beginning of education,
marriage engagement ceremony, marriage, seemantham, bangle ceremony, house warming ceremony, Muthu Vizha etc.

auspicious rituals, death anniversaries

Practicals

Three months period

(2) VAISHNAVITE TEMPLES

SYLLABUS FOR ONE YEAR TRAINING AND FIRST YEAR OF THREE YEAR TRAINING

Tamil Language Lessons (Prose / Poem)
Thirukkural — 100 kuratpas

Some Moral books — introduction

FIRST YEAR

Naalyira Dhivya Prabantham — Mangalasaasanma songs relating to respective temples

Thiruppaavai - Thiruvaimozhi

Thiruppallandu, Thiruppalliyezhuchi

VEDHA & AGAMA TRAINING
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(A) Common Subjects
Tamil Mode Grantham Mode

Linguistic knowledge of Grantha Libi in writing Linguistic knowledge of Grantha Libi in writing
and reading and reading

An introduction to Vaiganasa and Pancharathra Agamam  An introduction to Vaiganasa and
Pancharathra Agamam

108 Tamil Naamavalis Ashtothram

Thaithiriya Upanishad (in Tamil) Thaithiriya Upanishad

Dhaynas Dhyanas

Sprinkling Holy water Punniyaha vachanam

5 Sukthas Panja Sukthas

Method of Thiruvaradhanam Thiruvaradhana Kramam

Songs for daily prayer Nithya Anusanthanam

Saatrumurai Customs in important temples Saatrumurai Customs in important temples

(B) Electives: (Optional subjects)

PANCHARATRAM
Tamil Mode Grantham Mode

Vaishnava Dheekshai (To obtain Guru’s sanction for Vaishnava Dheekshai
performing religious rituals as prescribed in
Vaishnavam)

Pancharatra Prayer lessons Pancharatra Sthothira Paadal
Paarameswara Thiruvaaradhanam Paarameswara Thiruvaaradhanam
Traditional Guru Poojas Guru Parampara Pooja
State of Laya Laya padham
State of Yoga Yoga padham
State of Adhikaram Adhikara padham
Lakshmi Archanai Srivatsarchanai
Five types of rituals Pancha Samsharam
Commentary Book Sambhithai
VAIGANASAM

Tamil Mode Grantham Mode
Five Chapters Pancha kandam
Lesson relating to method of worship prescribed Viganasa Sthothra paadam

by Viganasar
Astrology (Tamil Mode)
Year, Ayanam, Month, Fortnight, Thithi, Nakshatra, Week day particulars Rahu kalam, Yema kandam, Vaara soolai particulars
Practicals

Two months period

SECOND YEAR
Tamil

Tamil Language Lessons (Prose / Poem)
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History of Alwars and Acharyas
History relating to 108 holy places
Naalayira Dhivya Prabandam — in detail
VEDHA & AGAMA TRAINING

(A) Common Subjects

Tamil Mode Grantham Mode

Taking the holy mud Mruth sangrahanam
Mulai Paarigai Angurarpanam

(B) Electives (optional subject)

PANCHARATRAM

Tamil Mode Grantham Mode
Prayer to Holy fire Agni Kaarigai
Rituals relating to worship of Holy fire Agni Samaskaram
Daily Homams Nithya Homams
Rituals relating to Pancha Kavyam Pancha Kavya Kaaria Kramam

VAIGANASAM

Tamil Mode Grantham Mode
Creating Holy fire and installing Agni Pradhishtai
Brahmotsavam Brahmotsavam
Rituals relating to Pancha Kavyam Pancha Kavya Kaaria Kramam
Rituals relating to 8 directions Dhik Bandhanam
Daily Homams Nithya Homams

Astrology (Tamil Way)

Hora details Nakshtra, Thithi, Lagna, Specific Thithis for auspicious activities Colours, grains, gems, holy sticks, holy
rice, metals relating to Navagrahas Yogas.

Exaltation, Debilitation, Colour, Enemical friendly dispositions of grahas, Raasi charts Details of Kalpam, Manu, Yugas
Matching of horoscopes for marriages

Puranams
Ramayanam, Mahabharatham, Small literatures on Vaishnavism

PRACTICALS - Two months period
THIRD YEAR

TAMIL

Tamil Language Lessons (Prose / Poem)
History of Alwars and Acharyas

History relating to 108 holy places
Bhagavat Gita

Naalayira Dhivya Prabandam

VEDHA & AGAMA TRAINING

(A) Common Lessons Subjects

Tamil Mode Grantham Mode

Pavirotasavam Pavirotsavam

Baalalayam Baalalayam
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Mantras relating to sprinkling of holy water Prokshana Mantram
Mahalakshmi Vishishtadwaitham Mahalakshmi Vishishtadwaitham
Vishishtadwaitham Vishishtadwaitham

Sprinkling of Sanctified water (Samrotshanam) Samrotshanam

(B) Electives(Optional Subjects)

PANCHARATRAM

Tamil Mode Grantham Mode
Homam Homam
Vasudeva Punniyaha vachanam rituals Vasudeva Punniyaha vachana kramam
Daily Abishekam with kalasas Nithya Dhvadhasa Nava Kalasa Snana kramam
Brahmotsavam Brahmotsavam

VAIGANASAM

Tamil Mode Grantham Mode
Brahmotsavam Brahmotsavam
Bhoomi pooja Vaasthu Santhi
Garuda Pradhishtai Kala karshanam
Fixing of Kalasa Kumbha Sthabanam
Hoisting of Holy flag Dwajarohanam
Beating drums Beri Thadagam

Astrology (Tamil Way)
Fixing auspicious times (rituals relating to Bala Sthapanam, Holy Flag Hoisting, festivals in temples)
Performing of life oriented ceremonies

Training to perform rituals in Tamil for life such as Cradle ceremony, Ear boring ceremony, beginning of education,
marriage engagement ceremony, marriage, seemantham, bangle ceremony, house warming ceremony, Muthu Vizha etc.
auspicious rituals, death anniversaries

Practicals: Three months period
REFRESHER COURSE SYLLABUS
(1) REFRESHER COURSE - Saivite Temples
Two months duration
Tamil

Thirukkural — 100 kuratpas
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Thiruvasagam - Sivapuranam

108 Naamavali pertaining to Vinayakar, Siva, Ambal and Murugan

Panniru Thirumuraigal — some couplets

Periapuranam — concise history & some songs

Thirumurai worship songs

Thirumurais, Devaram, Thiruvasagam — some songs

DHYANA SLOGAS

In Grantham

Vinayakar
Sivan

Ambal
Subramaniar
Valli Devasena
Bairavar
Veerabathrar
Ayyanar
Mariamman

Kali and Maha kalar

Equivalent devotional songs

In Tamil

in Tirumurais

Chandeesar and other auxiliary saivite deities

Tamil Method

Tamil way of poojas equivalent Panchasana
Panchavarana poojas pertaining to Vinayakar, Siva,
Ambal and Subramania

Tamil way of punniyaha vachanam
Panchakavyam

Daily worship — Tamil way

Daily Homams in Tamil way

Tamil Ashtothram to Panchamurthys

Grantham Method

Grantham way of poojas relating to Panchasana
Panchavarana poojas pertaining to Vinayakar, Siva,
Ambal and Subramania

Grantham way of punniyaha vachanam
Panchakavyam

Daily worship — Grantham way

Daily Homams in Grantham way

Panchamurthys Ashtothram — Grantham way

Astrology (Tamil Mode)

Year, Ayanam, Month, Fortnight, Thithi, Nakshatra, Week day particulars Rahu kalam, Yema kandam, Vaara soolai

particulars

Thirukkural — 100 kuratpas

REFRESHER COURSE SYLLABUS
(2) REFRESHER COURSE - Vaishnavite Temples
Two months duration

(1) TAMIL
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Naalyira Dhivya Prabantham — Mangalasaasanma songs relating to specific temples
Thiruppaavai - Thiruvaimozhi

Thiruppallandu, Thiruppalliyezhuchi

VEDHA & AGAMA TRAINING

(A) Common Lessons

Tamil mode Grantham mode
An Introduction to Vaikanace and Pancharathra An Introduction to Vaikanace and Pancharathra
Agamas Agamas
108 Tamil Naamavalis Ashtothram
Dhaynas Dhyanas
Sprinkling Holy water Punniyaha vachanam
5 Sukthas Panja Sukthas
Method of Thiruvaradhanam Thiruvaradhana Kramam
Songs for daily prayer Nithya Anusanthanam
Saatrumurai Customs in important temples Saatrumurai Customs in important temples

(b) Electives: (Optional Subjects)

PANCHARATRAM
Tamil mode Grantham mode
Pancharatra Prayer lessons Pancharatra Sthothira Paadal
Paarameswara Thiruvaaradhanam Paarameswara Thiruvaaradhanam
State of Laya Laya padham
State of Yoga Yoga padham
State of Adhikaram Adhikara padham
Lakshmi Archanai Srivatsarchanai
Five types of rituals Pancha Samsharam
VAIGANASAM
Tamil way Grantham Way Grantham mode
Five Cantos Pancha kandam
Lesson relating to method of worship prescribed by Viganasar Viganasa Sthothra paadam

Astrology (Tamil Mode)

Year, Ayanam, Month, Fortnight, Thithi, Nakshatra, Week day particulars Rahu kalam, Yema kandam, Vaara soolai
particulars
THE BOOKS AND ARTICLES ETC PERUSED.

1 The collection of recommendations in the report given during the year 1960-62 by the Hindu Religious Endowments
Committee constituted under the Chairmanship of Sir.C.P. Ramasamy lyer.

2 The report of Hon'ble Justice Dr. S. Maharajan’s Committee given in the year 1982.

3 The report given by the Advisory Committee on Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department in the
year 19809.
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17
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19

20

21

22

24
25

“History of Hindu Religions in Tamil Nadu” by Thiru Ka. Subramaniapillai, M.A.,M.L.

“Vazhipattil Vallanmai” -The book written by Sindhanai Semmal Thiru Ku.Sa. Anandan, B.Com.,B.L.
“Where is Hindu Religion going” by Agnihothram Ramanuja Thathachariar.

The judgement of Hon’bte Supreme Court in Seshammal’s case in the year 1972.

The relevant portions in the judgment delivered by Hon’ble Supreme Court in the Narayana Dikshathalu Vs. Andhra
Pradesh case in the year 1966.

The relevant portions in judgment of Hon’ble Supreme Court in the Varanasi Sri Adhi Visveswarar Kasi Visvanathar
Temple Vs. Uttar Pradesh and others in the year 1997.

The judgment of Hon’ble Supreme Court in the case Adithayan Vs. Tiravancore Devaswom Board and others in
the year 2002.

Letter dated 16.6.2006 of Thiru V.V. Swaminathan, Ex. Minister and Member of Parliament.
Extract views of Senthamil Velvi Sathurar, Sidhandha Kavimani Thiru. M.P. Sathiavel Muruga Sivam.

JUDICIAL SOLUTIONS FOR TEMPLE DISPUTES -2003.
By Dr. T.S. Ramaswamy, M.A.,B.L., Ph.D.

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica Volume 1- MICROPAEDIA Page 139

“GOTRA” -Encyclopaedia -Page 1 of 5 =
http:/experiencefestival.com/a/Gotra/id/1895248, dt. 27-9-2006

Hindus in South Asia and the Diaspora:
A survey of Human Rights 2005 -Page 2 of 4 =
htm:/www.hinduamericanfoundation.org/pdf/hhr2500htm/introduction htm, dt. 12-10-2006.

Shri Rudram Chamakam -Page 1 of 3 & 2 of 3 =
http:/copernicus.subdomain.de/Shrl%20Rudram%20C hama kam, dt. 12-10-2006.

Truth is One Paths are Many -Page 1 to 6 =
A Study comparing the essential beliefs of World Religions
http:/www.bnaiyer.com/studies/faith-01.html, dt. 12-10-2006.

Hinduism Today -Page 1 to 8 = http:/hinduismtoday.com/archives/2003/10-
12/44-49 fact sects.shtml, dt. 12-10-2006.

Hindu denominations 1 page 1 to 4 =
JOURNAL OF THE SIAM SOCIETY Vol. 23, Part 1, 1929 July, dt. 12-10-2006.

The Indian Religion of the Goddess Shakti Dr. HANS KOESTER -
THE JOURNAL OF THE SIAM SOCIETYVol.23, Part 1, 1929 July.

SMARTHISM -Page 2 to 9 = http:/bibleocean.com/omni Definition/Smartham 23
The New Encyclopaedia Britannica Volume 10 Smarta Sect-Page 888 & 889, dt. 15-10-2006.

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica Volume V Hindustani language -Page 935
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