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Proceedings and Recommendations

Chennai has a wealth of architectural and cultural heritage that need conservation.

It is important that heritage buildings and precincts are protected from demolition or
repairs beyond recognition, and strengthened wherever necessary to increase their life

span and made usable. Their active use is one way of conserving them.

Main causes of deterioration of the heritage buildings/precincts can be categorized as

physical, chemical and biological or man-made. Deterioration has to be prevented.

Under the guise of development, there is threat to heritage buildings/places. Neglect

of them and allowing vegetation to grow over them adds to their decay.

Heritage buildings/precincts need to be protected and conserved, and handed over
safely and if possible in their pristine condition, to the future generations.

When UNESCO, Government of India and Tamil Nadu Government are listing and
taking action on preservation of world heritage, national heritage, and state heritage
monuments, remains and places, the CMDA at the metropolitan level shall continue
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its endeavour to identify, list and conserve, under the regulatory process, the heritage
buildings and precincts, not covered by the UNESCO, Government of India or Tamil
Nadu State lists.

The Second Master Plan for Chennai contains provisions for heritage conservation.
Similar provisions for listing and conservation of heritage buildings and precincts
should form part of master plans for other cities and towns in Tamil Nadu.

For the heritage conservation legislations or rules to be effective, the regulations shall
be simple to follow and the authorities who deal with applications for development in
and around such sites should dispose them of within a stipulated time. The process

should also be transparent.

Notification of the statutory list of heritage buildings and precincts is not an end itself.
It should be followed by a conservation plan for these buildings/precincts, in phases

covering all of them, and recommended to owners of the buildings.

Financing the implementation of conservation plan should be explored; sources may
be the Government of India’s Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission

(JNNURM) and Finance Commission grants, and State Government grants.

It is important to assign responsibility to owners of heritage buildings to strengthen,

repair, maintain, preserve and conserve them. Appropriate legal backing is essential.

The Government of Tamil Nadu may decide early on the need for a Heritage Act to
cover conservation of buildings and precincts in Tamil Nadu and constitution of

Heritage Conservation Authorities at State level and District level.

Strict enforcement of heritage rules is to be done with effective co-ordination among
the agencies/departments concerned.

Proper documentation is essentially to be done for all heritage buildings/precincts to

be conserved.

A data base on heritage buildings and precincts may be created in CMDA which can
be accessed on-line by various departments/agencies such those who deal with

buildings approvals, building permits, etc.

Preparation of a directory of professionals and craftsmen as well as a manual on

materials, methods, processes and techniques involved, may be attempted.
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Incentives for conservation of heritage buildings or places which may be considered

may include:
exemption of property tax,

allowing change of use (e.g. residential to commercial, like restaurants, shops for

adaptive use),

Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) and renewable TDR (may be renewable once
in 20 or 30 years), and

I.T. exemption to the corporate sector for investment on conservation.

The State should consider a separate budgetary allocation for conservation of heritage

buildings which can be accessed by various departments/agencies.

Due consideration for conservation of heritage buildings/precincts should be given by
all the authorities concerned including urban planning authorities, Public Works
Department (PWD), Government departments/agencies who own heritage buildings,

religious and charitable institutions, industries, corporate firms and private firms.

The conservation and protection of built heritage under the statutory provisions of law
alone is not adequate to address the needs of heritage protection. There is a need to
involve a wide range of multi-disciplinary professionals like architects, engineers,
planners, historians, archaeologists and sociologists to address conservation and

protection.

Heritage conservation is not a priority in many cities/towns. Creation of an
Institutional set up for conservation is necessary; to start with a Heritage

Conservation Cell in the Chennai City Corporation and CMDA may be considered.

People should be sensitized to the imperatives of heritage conservation, and the
professionals involved in physical development should be motivated to be

conservation oriented.

Professional courses, in Architecture, Civil Engineering, Town Planning or such

others should include the subject as part of their curriculum.

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) may come up with Heritage monument
specific/site specific regulations early, as in metropolitan cities the listed monuments

are in the midst of built up areas.
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Best practices in other cities in India in conservation may be studied and adopted for
the cities/towns in Tamil Nadu.

Promoting awareness of heritage and sensitization of people on preservation and

management through out-reach programmes may be taken up.

Cluster of heritage buildings/precincts may be identified and infrastructure developed

for heritage walks or tourism circuits.

Due attention should be given to environmental impact and issues in the conservation
of heritage buildings and precincts such as storm water drainage, water conservation,

waste water disposal and effect of air pollutants.

People’s involvement and co-operation is vital in heritage conservation. In the past

many monuments were found protected against demolition by people’s movement.
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