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Welcome Address

Thiru Dayanand Kataria, IAS
Member Secretary, CMDA

Hon’ble Minister for Information and Chairman, CMDA,
Respected Additional Chief Secretary and Vice-Chairperson, CMDA,
Senior Officers of the Government,
Officials from various departments,
Representatives from the Universities, Institutions,
NGOs, and Media,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I welcome you all for this seminar — Towards Sustainable Urban Mobility.

2. This seminar is the fourth in a series of seminars organised by the CMDA in the last
three years. Following a two-day seminar on the Second Master Plan for CMA, 2026 — Avenues
and Opportunities held in October-November 2008, a two-day seminar on Waterways in CMA
was held in March 2010 and a one-day seminar on Conservation of Heritage buildings / precincts
in the Chennai Metropolitan Area was held in October 2010. The Hon’ble Minister for
Information and the Chairman, CMDA has, not only inguaurated all these seminars but also led
from the front and provided the required support and encouragement for the successful
completion of these seminars. I heartly welcome the Hon’ble Minister for Information and

Chairman, CMDA to the seminar.

3. It is gratifying to note that the foresight and the vision of the Addl.Chief Secretary &
VC,CMDA has been the guiding force not only in the organisation of the previous three
seminars but also in the organisation of the present seminar. Acknowledging the immense
support and direction extended by her in the present endeavour, | welcome the Addl.Chief
Secretary &VC, CMDA to the seminar.

4. With the objective of benefitting from the experiences of other sister-cities in the
country, the CMDA has organised this one-day seminar. The fact that many delegates
representing the length and breadth of the country are participating in the seminar has elevated



the seminar to a national level deliberation. It is heartening to note that the experiences of cities
like Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad and Jaipur would be discussed at the seminar for
evolving a strategy to promote the cause of sustainable urban mobility. | welcome all the key
speakers, the Chairmen of the Technical sessions and the delegates to the seminar. | also
welcome all the officers and staff members of the CMDA to the seminar. | hope that the
deliberations and the interactions in the seminar would be mutually beneficial and would

contribute to evolve sustainable urban mobility strategy for CMA.

5. A special word of gratitude to the media who have gathered here in large numbers to
cover the proceedings of the seminar and for your continued efforts and support in carrying out

and disseminating the messages related to transport development to the common man.
| welcome one and all to the seminar.

Thank you.
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Presidential Address

Tmt. Susan Mathew IAS,
Additional Chief Secretary & Vice Chairperson,
Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority.

Hon’ble Minister for Information and Chairman, CMDA,
Member-Secretary, CMDA,
Chief Planner, CMDA
Distinguished delegates,
Senior Officers of the Government,
Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

The last two decades have seen Chennai growing phenomenally in population, urban
sprawl, vehicle ownership, traffic volume and economy, surpassing all expectations and
forecasts. Simultaneous to this growth, traffic congestion, population and environmental
challenges have increased. The Second Master Plan for the Chennai Metropolitan Area with its
horizon year as 2026 has spelt out its vision: “to make Chennai a prime metropolis which will be
more livable, economically vibrant, and environmentally sustainable with better assets for future

generations”

2. Our country has witnessed a tremendous surge of development and consequent
vehicular growth in the last two decades. Its reflection has been prominent in the challenges that
have emerged in Traffic and Transportation. The most notable urban transport problems are
traffic congestion, inadequate parking facilities and insufficient public transport. Besides these,
difficulties faced by pedestrians and cyclists, encroachments in public areas, high levels of

pollution and energy consumption and accidents add to the woes of urban population.

3. The total vehicle population of Chennai City is 32.78 lakhs. Two-wheelers are
increasing at the rate of 25% and four-wheelers at 18% annually. An average of 400 vehicles is
registered daily in the City of which 75% are two-wheelers and 20% are four-wheelers. The
auto-rickshaws numbering about 52,300 have been increasing at the rate of 15% per annum. In

recent years call taxies, share taxies and tractor trailers also have appeared in large numbers on



city roads. The vehicle ownership which was at 4 per 100 persons in 1981 has leaped up to 66 in
2011.

4. The Second Master Plan has projected the population of the City to be 58.55 lakhs and
in the Chennai Metropolitan Area to be 126 lakhs in 2026. It is imperative to zero in on the
strategies to address transportation problems, right now.The CMDA has carried out a landmark
study titled the Chennai Comprehensive Transportation Study (CCTS). While setting out a huge
outlay of Rs. 82,100 Crores spread over 10 years, the study indicates that it is possible to achieve
the modal share of 66% of all motorized trips by Mass Transit Modes like rail and bus against
the Second Master Plan’s goal of 70%. The caveat is that suitable policies should be in place to
bridle the levels of automobile use and ownership.

5. The studies conducted by the CMDA also throw up the following facts:

The level of traffic congestion on Chennai roads has increased more than seven-fold
during the last two decades. The traffic volume capacity ratio of most of our major
roads during peak hours is more than one. This has led to an average speed of 15
kmph on major roads. The severe difficulties in parking that are faced especially in
commercial areas of Anna Salai, T.Nagar, Purasawalkam and Mylapore do not have
to be stressed to any Chennaite. There has been substantial loss in the road capacity
due to haphazard and unauthorised parking and also encroachments by commercial
undertakings and even by service agencies. As it is not prudent to reserve large
extents of urban space for parking, our attention has to be turned to multi-level
parking facilities, some of which are being planned in the congested areas of the city,
as on Greams Road and at Broadway.

6. As in most of the other cities in India, pedestrians and cyclists are the most neglected
group in Chennai. According to the CCTS Study, walking and cycling account for 34% of the
total trips; yet the infrastructure laid for these modes such as foot-paths and cycle lanes are
virtually non-existent. As a result, there is a steady decline in the use of cycles. The global

trends indicate that many developed cities are rediscovering the advantage of using non-



motorised modes. Denmark, Netherlands and Belgium are examples of countries that are back to

the use of cycles as the popular mode of transport in their cities.

7. The Second Master Plan has taken in its ambit a sustainable urban transport philosophy
drawing also from the National Urban Transport policy. | wish to list the strategies identified for
sustainable urban mobility in the Second Master Plan. They are:

e Moving people rather than vehicles

¢ Integrated land use and urban transportation

e Prioritising non-motorised transport

e Optimising the existing road and transport infrastructure

e Putting a parking policy in place

¢ Redefining the role of para-transport

e Segregating the freight traffic from passenger traffic

¢ Deploying various traffic management measures

e Putting in place an environmental development management mechanism

e Promoting other transit options such as Light Rail Transit System, Bus Rapid
Transit System and Monorail.

e Setting up a unified institutional framework encompassing all modes

8. As a follow up of the identification of strategies, the Government of Tamil Nadu have
decided to establish the Unified Metropolitan Transport Authority (UMTA) for the co-
ordination and streamlining of the activities of the multifarious agencies involved in the
planning, operation and management of transportation systems in the Chennai Metropolitan
Area. The Chennai Unified Metropolitan Transport Authority Act 2010 has been notified. The
rules and regulations of the Act are being formulated. The Unified Authority is looked forward
to with great expectations and is expected to improve the share of mass transit modes and

optimize the utilization of urban transport infrastructure.

I hope this Seminar would catalyse discussions on these issues of paramount importance and that

an array of recommendations on the steps to be adopted to move forward would be brought out.
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