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Seminar on Waterways in Chennai
Inaugural Session

Welcome Address

Thiru Vikram Kapur IAS,

Member-Secretary,
Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority

Hon’ble Minister for Information and Chairman, CMDA,
Respected Additional Chief Secretary and Vice-Chairperson/CMDA,
Senior officers of the Government,
Public representatives,
Officials from various departments,
Representatives from the Universities, Institutions, NGOs and Media,
Ladies and gentlemen.

2. It gives me immense pleasure to welcome the Chief Guest on this occasion Thiru
Parithi Ellamvazhuthi, Hon’ble Minister for Information and Chairman, CMDA to this

Seminar on waterways in Chennai.

3. The city of Chennai is a coastal metropolis whose water bodies are an integral part
of its landscape. The history and culture of the city are interwoven with the fortunes of its
rivers and lakes. However, with the growth of urbanization, despite the best efforts of the
Government and its citizens, these precious water bodies have been facing onslaughts in the

nature of encroachments and pollution.

4. The Second Master Plan of Chennai, which was released in the year 2008, has
brought the issue of environmental sustainability to the forefront and delineated specific
strategies for preserving our water resources and restoration of the ecological balance. Under
the visionary leadership of the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, resolute measures
have been taken by the Government to implement these strategies, in close cooperation with
academicians, NGOs and civil society. The Adyar Poonga Project, which seeks the eco-
restoration of the Adyar estuary, is a prime example of this conservation effort and | have
been privileged to be personally associated with that work in the recent past. The focus has
now expanded to the eco restoration of the Coovum river as well as other waterways in the
city for which the Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister is leading a massive multi-disciplinary
project & personally monitoring the same on a weekly basis. Similarly, efforts have been
made in the past, including the Chennai City River Conservation Project though with to

address the problem of pollution that is threatening the very existence of our waterways.



5. The CMDA, under the directions of the Hon’ble Minister for Information has been
closely coordinating the strategies that are aimed at attaining the master plan goals,
particularly those dealing with environment, drainage and flood mitigation. It has decided to
specifically concentrate attention on Chennai’s waterways and, therefore, this Seminar has
been organized to bring together all stake holders to take stock of the situation, share their
experiences and prepare an implementable plan of action. We are indeed privileged to have
the Chairman, CMDA to be with us today & tomorrow and needless to say his presence is a

source of inspiration to all of us. I, once again, welcome you Sir, to this Seminar.

6. The Additional Chief Secretary & Chairperson, Tmt. Susan Mathew I.A.S., has
been the brain behind this Seminar. | am happy that we have been able to fulfill her long
cherished desire of organizing this convention of experts from various agencies, institutions
and the civil society to discuss such an important issue concerning Chennai. I welcome you,
Madam, on this occasion, and wish to thank you for having agreed to summarize the

recommendations of this event during the valedictory session tomorrow.

7. My greetings also go out to the various departments, local bodies and agencies of
the Govt. who have deputed their officers for the Seminar as well as to all institutions, NGOs
and the members of public who have agreed to participate in the deliberations. A special
welcome is also due to those among you who have come from outside the city, particularly
from other states, to share their experience in the restoration of water bodies. A special word
of gratitude to the media who have gathered here in large numbers to cover the proceedings
and carry forward the messages emanating from this gathering to the general public. |
welcome one and all to the Seminar.

Thank you.
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Seminar on Waterways in Chennai
Inaugural Session

Presidential Address

Tmt. Susan Mathew IAS,
Additional Chief Secretary & Vice Chairperson,
Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority.

Hon’ble Minister for Information and Chairman, CMDA,
Member-Secretary, CMDA,
Chief Executive Officer, CMDA,
Chief Planner, CMDA
Distinguished delegates,
Senior Officers of the Government,
Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

History shows that civilization occurred along the river sides Estuaries were the
preferred sites for settlements which is evidenced by geographical location of cities in various
parts of the world. The Chennai Metropolitan Area has grown from a tiny village called

‘Madras Pattinam’ located near the mouth of Cooum River.

2. Chennai Metropolitan Area (CMA) is traversed by 3 rivers viz., Kosathaliyar River,
Cooum River and Adyar River. All these 3 rivers have their origin outside the metropolitan
area. Flow in these rivers in CMA s restricted to a few days during monsoon because of
diversions through anicuts and reservoirs, for storage of water in the upper reaches for the

purposes of irrigation and potable water supply to Chennai City.

3. Rivers have multi functions. In a metropolitan area like ours, rivers are primarily
flood carriers during the monsoon seasons. Rivers are an integral part of the natural drainage
system. It is seen from history that this part of the country had a hierarchy as well as a net
work of lakes well connected by drains, channels and canals, flow discharging into the rivers,
that finally entered the sea, serving the needs of the people for irrigation, water supply, cattle
breeding, influencing the weather pattern and so on.

4. River margins and margins of other water bodies have become areas attracting
encroachments by slum dwellers and by various business activities, thus grossly reducing the

capacity of these water bodies. The adverse effects of these encroachments were felt in the



recent years during monsoon floods including vandalism by encroachers who broke tank-
bunds to avoid flooding of the encroached areas. It is also found that some of the water
spread areas were originally Government lands which have become Patta lands over the
years. In the absence of adequate flow in these rivers, the discharge of effluents results in the

pollution of waterways affecting the people who live on the banks.

5. Considering the importance of macro and micro drainage system in metropolitan
development, due consideration has been given while preparing the SMP for CMA. Some
valuable studies have been conducted over the years. They include those by (i) the nucleus
Cell of CMDA in 1980, (ii) the Madras Metro Flood relief, Storm water drainage Master Plan
Study in 1992-1993carried out jointly by CMDA with PWD, Metro-water and Chennai
Corporation engaging the Consultants, M/s. Mott Mac Donald, International U.K, (iii) Storm
water drainage master plan in the Chennai City carried out by the same Consultant in 1994,
(iv) Environment impact evaluation for the drainage schemes and re-development around
Pallikkaranai area through Consultants M/s. K.B.N. Engineering and Applied Sciences Inc.,
U.K., and (v) Review carried out by the National Environmental Engineering Research
Institute (NEERI), Nagpur. Assessing the problems and potential highlighted by these
studies and also based on the discussions with the concerned agencies, viz., PWD and
Chennai Corporation, the recommendations in this sector have been arrived at and

incorporated in the SMP.

6. In the SMP’s land use maps, all the water bodies have been zoned specifically, in

order to protect the water bodies from encroachments and further conversions.

7. The SMP has identified the principal stakeholder for managing the macro drainage
system as the PWD with the Chennai Corporation and the CMWSSB sharing some of the
responsibility. The Revenue department is also an important stakeholder as it is in charge of
the lands covered by waterways and reservoirs. The micro drainage — storm water drainage
system is the responsibility of the Municipal Corporation, Municipalities and other Local

Bodies.

8. The SMP recommends certain major policies, strategies, and the plan of action. It

recommends:-



e Conversion of the present constraints in disposal of flood waters as an opportunity to
manage and use the excess water for augmenting urban water supply through creation

of additional storage capacity.

e The PWD needs to be made the nodal agency for holistic planning and maintenance
of existing water bodies by preventing encroachments and implementation of macro

drainage systems.

e Micro drainage would be the responsibility of the local bodies and they would need to
be fully and effectively integrated with the macro system.

e The CMDA'’s land use plan identifies all the important macro drainage features and
prescribes the extent to which the conservation area extends. The lakes and water
bodies need to be protected from encroachments and existing encroachments should

be removed bringing the water bodies to their original state.

e The land use plan identifies the critical areas subject to annual flooding for taking up

remedial measures by local bodies in collaboration with the PWD.

e The Plan recommends implementation of measures recommended in the
MMFR/SWD Master Plan Study Report.

e For each local body, a micro drainage plan can be prepared by the local body

concerned in consultation with PWD

e Pollution levels should be reduced to acceptable standards in the waterways of
Chennai in the next five years and establish a system to improve the quality of

waterways to desirable standards progressively

e The local bodies concerned should identify lands for development as open spaces and
initiate and complete action for acquisition/alienation and provide these facilities. For
acquisition of lands for parks / playgrounds and development of new facilities,
project proposals can be prepared by the local bodies concerned and financial

assistance availed from the OSR Fund

11. As a follow-up action on the SMP, Committees have been formed in CMDA.

Infrastructure Committee deals with the Macro and Micro drainage aspects, of CMA.

12. The main purpose of this Seminar on “Waterways in Chennai”, inviting experts in
the field not only from our State but also from other Cities, is to share the experiences of
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implementation of projects to improve drainage system in the Cities, to achieve the objectives
of improving the livability of people in general and to arrive at specific recommendations to
proceed further on improving the macro and micro drainage infrastructure in this
metropolitan area, so as to plan for specific projects so that the by the concerned

departments and agencies may implement them.
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